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The Rotary Clubs of McHenry invite local service organizations to
participate in their annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Sunday, March
13 which celebrates volunteerism with the wearin’ o’ the green!

The day-long events begin with the 1st Annual Rotary Shamrock Shuffle
5K at 8:00 a.m.  Read more about this exciting event on page 2.

The parade steps off at 1:00 p.m. to the wail of bagpipes. The route
starts at Waukegan Road and Green Street; north on Green past the
reviewing stand to Pearl Street then east to Veterans Park.

Rotary’s motto is “Service Above Self”. The pa-
rade honors the roll-up-your-sleeves individuals
and groups who give their time, talent and
abilities without financial reward to be of service
to others. Volunteers benefit society whether using skilled talent or get-your-hands-dirty labor.

Community service is an integral part of the fabric of our everyday life in local hospitals, schools,
libraries, senior citizen centers, scouting, recreational programs and not-for-profit service organ-
izations such as area food pantries, Pioneer Center, Home of the Sparrow, Faith In Action and PADS.

The parade also salutes local service clubs such as Rotary, Lions Club, Kiwanis, Moose, Knights of
Columbus, and Centegra Hospital Auxiliary which help provide funding for many of our community
projects and charities. By incorporating service into their lives, volunteers make a difference.

On the day of the parade, the Rotary-Sunrise Club is conducting a Non-Food Drive for FISH of
McHenry Food Pantry with donation receptacles located in Veterans Park. To read more about their
non-food drive and the pre-parade drop off sites, turn to page 20.

After the parade, the afternoon festivities include bagpipe
music; Irish step dancing by the McCarthey Irish Dancers;
and other entertainment at Veterans Park Gazebo.  A charity
Bags Tournament for service organizations takes place in
Veterans Park at 2:00 p.m.  For detailed information about
the Tournament, read more on page 2.

If you work up a thirst and an appetite, be sure to visit our
local pubs and restaurants; they will be very happy if you
decide to extend your celebrating.

Join us at the parade—wear your green and celebrate!
For additional information about the parade contact Phil
Sweeney at getphil@aol.com or 847- 409-7445.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE ON GREEN STREET
Celebrate at Rotary’s shamrock-themed day-long events on March 13!
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McHenry Township
Donna A. Schaefer, Supervisor

Monday thru Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

815-385-5605
fax 815-385-5671

McHenry Township Board of Trustees meetings are held
the second Thursday every month at 7:00 p.m.

supervisor@mchenrytownship.com

VOTER REGISTRATION ENDS MARCH 8

The last day to register to vote before the next election is
March 8. You can register to vote at the McHenry Township
office.  Name change and change of address cards are
also available.

Voter Registration is open year round except:
     • During the 27-day period just prior to an election
     • During the 2 days after such election

Bring 2 forms of identification with your current address
and a picture ID (driver’s license, state ID). You may also
register at the Office of the McHenry County Clerk at 667
Ware Road in Woodstock (815-334-4242).

EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE!
The Consolidated Election is T uesday , April 5, 201 1

If you expect to be absent from
the county on Election Day, you
may cast your ballot before
Election Day by using touch-
screen voting machines at the
McHenry Township office.

Early Voters and Absentee
Voters must display valid photo
identification such as a current

Illinois Drivers License or a state-issued ID card or another
government-issued ID with a photograph.

Early Voting at McHenry T ownship
Monday, March 14 through Thursday, March 31

Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
(closed Saturdays and Sundays)

Absentee V oting at McHenry T ownship
Friday, April 1, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Saturday, April 2, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Monday, April 4, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

ROTARY’S SHAMROCK SUFFLE 5K
Sunday , March 13 from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Welcome to the 1st Annual Rotary Shamrock Shuffle 5K
powered by Run Your Life (http://www.runyourlife.org)!  This
is an exciting addition to the Annual Rotary St. Patrick’s Day
Parade; proceeds to benefit Rotary Charitable Foundation
and Run Your Life Children’s Programs.

Start your running season this spring with The Shamrock
Shuffle! This event precedes the parade and afternoon
activities.  The start of the run is at 8:00 a.m. at McHenry
High School East Campus and will wind through McHenry
ending in Veterans Park.

Pre-registration is requested at www.signmeup.com/73707
or register the day of the race. There is a $22 entry fee and
all registrants will receive a T-shirt. 

The overall top male and female will receive a trophy.  Top 3
finishers (all age categories, male & female) will receive medals.

For additional information contact Heather Murgatroyd at
rylteamleader.mchenry@gmail.com or 815-403-3396.

ROTARY CLUBS CHARITY BAGS TOURNAMENT
A Bags Tournament for Service Organizations
Sunday , March 13 at 2:00 p.m.

McHenry area Rotary Clubs are
hosting the ‘Service Organization
Bags Challenge’ in Veterans Park.
Check-in time is at noon and the
first-round starts at 2:00 p.m.
sharp. In case of rain, the tour-
nament will be held at McHenry
Township Hall, 3703 N. Richmond
Road in Johnsburg.

50% of entry goes to 1st and 2nd
place winner’s 501(c)3 of choice,
The remaining 50% goes toward
parade entertainment.  The 1st
Place team gets 30% and the 2nd
Place team gets 20%.

Entry fee: $40 per team (2 players); make checks payable
to Rotary Club of McHenry. There is a 32 team maximum.

Double elimination; standard Baggo rules apply (two rounds
of best of 3 games guaranteed) Please feel free to sign up
more than one team per organization.

Sign up at: McHenry Township Office or McHenry Chamber
Office. Questions call Don Tonyan at 815-482-0746.
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JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!

In addition to our website, McHenry
Township is now on Facebook.  Click on
the “Like” button to become a Friend and
you will receive notices of Township events.

Facebook is a wonderful tool for communicating with our
residents.  Receive the details and reply to our posts as we
become a more interactive community.

HUMAN RACE 5K Benefits Community Charities
Saturday , April 16 in McHenry Corporate Park

During National Volunteer Week, on
April 16, Not-For-Profit Resources,
Inc. will host its first “Human Race”
(www.mchumanrace.org).

How exciting! The first “Human Race”
in Illinois has its inaugural roots in
McHenry County! Human Race is a
5k run/walk to bring the community
together and support local charities.

Walkers and runners raise pledges and choose which
registered 501(c)3 will receive the funds they raise. The 5K
will take place in McHenry’s industrial park on Prime Parkway.

Local 501(c)3 organizations serving McHenry County (scout
troops, PTAs, churches, booster clubs, civic groups,
festivals, and more) must sign up at www.mchumanrace.org
to register to receive funds from the race.

For questions and information please contact the Volunteer
Center at 815-344-4483 or www.volunteermchenrycounty.org.

RULES OF THE ROAD REVIEW COURSE

Sometimes it’s a good idea to revisit
the basics. The Rules of the Road
Review Course is designed to give
drivers—especially senior citizens
and persons with disabilities—the
knowledge needed to renew or obtain
a driver’s license.

The review course combines an
explanation of the driving exam with
a practice written exam and is open to all interested residents
who would like to review the Illinois Rules of the Road.

There is no charge for the class
and no reservations are necessary.

All classes are held at McHenry Township Hall, 3703 N.
Richmond Road from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. The 2011 class
dates are:
                     •    Wednesday, March 2
                     •    Wednesday, June 1
                     •    Wednesday, September 7
                     •    Wednesday, November 2

IS YOUR WELL WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

The Environmental Protection Agency recommends
annual testing of private well water.  Many contaminants
are colorless and odorless; testing is the only way to
determine whether well water is safe to drink.

McHenry County Department of Health (MCDH)
designates April as “Safe Drinking Water Month” for
individual well water users. Residents can have their well
water tested for coliform bacteria and nitrate for a special
reduced rate during the month of April.

Pickup a test kit at McHenry Township office, 3703 N.
Richmond Road, Monday through Friday between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Drop off the water samples for testing with the completed
paperwork on Tuesdays from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
(unless Tuesday falls on a holiday). Samples must be
collected the same day they are dropped off.

MCDH will bill for the water test. Do not submit any money
when the sample is dropped off.  If you have any questions
about the testing, please contact the Health Department
at 815-334-4585.

Read more about these services by visiting our website
on the Supervisor pages.

YOU’RE INVITED
McHenry Township’s Annual Meeting

Tuesday , April 12, 201 1 at 7:00 p.m.
McHenry T ownship Hall

3703 N. Richmond Road, Johnsburg, Illinois

The Annual Township Meeting is held on the second
Tuesday in April. The purpose of this meeting is to
publish the Supervisor’s Annual Financial Report and
the Road District Treasurer’s Annual Report, to discuss
and vote on issues of Township Business, to approve
the sale of Township Equipment, and to allow electors
to speak on any Township Government issues.

All McHenry Township residents are invited however
only registered voters are able to vote at the meeting.
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MAY IS HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH

McHenry County Historical Museum (www.mchsonline.org),
6422 Main Street in Union is open from May through October
on Tuesdays through Fridays and Sundays from 1:00 to
4:00 pm. Enter the door of history,
the museum contains interactive
exhibits and artifacts dating from the
first settlement in the 1830s.

Sunday, May 1 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
is the museum’s Grand Opening
featuring the new two-year exhibit
“Arrival: Harvard in the 1880s
spotlighting an era when Harvard
was the hub of train transportation in northern Illinois.

HELP TAKE CARE OF YOUR PARKS
by obeying posted McHenry T ownship Park rules

    •   No alcoholic beverages allowed in the park unless a
beer/wine permit is obtained. Alcohol permits must be
submitted three weeks prior to the picnic.

     •    No Pets or Animals with the exception of assist dogs.
No animals shall be allowed in parks or facilities unless
otherwise authorized in writing by the Township.

     •    No Fundraising allowed unless with a special permit.

     •    Parking is restricted to Parking Lots only. No parking
on grass.

     •    A park permit is required to reserve a shelter.  Rental
Agreements may be picked up at the Township or for more
information call the at 815-385-5605 or download a rental
agreement at www.mchenrytownship.com/parks.htm

   •  Parks must be left clean and in original condition.
Renters are responsible for set up and clean up of facilities.
Tent set-up and take-down must occur the same day of the
picnic unless special approval is obtained.

   •  Obey all park rules as posted. Violators will be
prosecuted. Johnsburg Police Department is empowered
to enforce the rules and regulations of the Township Parks
and Facilities.

SPRING MOSQUITO ABATEMENT PROGRAM

Mosquito control is a vital public-health practice throughout
the world. Our local intergovernmental Mosquito Abatement
Program is financed by McHenry Township and most of the
municipalities in McHenry Township.

This spring, Clarke Mosquito
Control will be using a larvicide
treatment in local wetlands and
identified standing waters.
Clarke’s environmentally respon-
sible program is designed to
control nuisance mosquitos and

reduce the risk of mosquito-borne diseases. Read more at
www.clarke.com about their efforts in ecological practices.

If you wish to report areas that you believe need to be treated
by Clarke with a larvicide’s application please call the
Mosquito Hotline at 1-800-942-2555 or send an e-mail to:
mailto:clarke@clarkemosquito.com

MAKE A DIFFERENCE—SLEEPOUT FOR SHELTER
Saturday , April 30 at 6:00 p.m.

McHenry County PADS
(Public Action to Deliver
Shelter) is the largest provider
of shelter and services to the
county’s men, women and
families who have found
themselves facing homelessness.

SleepOut for Shelter is a countywide educational expe-
rience and fundraising event.  Participants will spend the
night outside in tents, boxes or cars to raise awareness
and money for to help end homelessness. Through the
collection of pledges—every dollar raised goes directly
to McHenry County PADS.

In McHenry Township area, the rally site will be located in
Petersen Park in McHenry.  The evening kicks off at 7 p.m.
with a rally including live entertainment. The site will be
open overnight, however, you can sleep out anywhere—
your place of business, church, car, backyard, etc.

McHenry County area residents, community or-
ganizations, schools and churches—everyone is invited
to participate!  A great activity for your organization!

Registration: pioneercenter.org or mchenrycountypads.com
Questions can be directed to Siobhan Cottone at 815-
759-7282 or scottone@pioneercenter.org.
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YOU SHOULD TEST YOUR HEARING ANNUALLY!
Wednesday , June 8 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Through the coordination of the McHenry Lions Club, the
Mobile Hearing Screening Unit will be in the parking lot in
front of McHenry Township Senior Center located at 3519
N. Richmond Road to conduct FREE hearing tests.

No appointment is necessary and the screenings are free.
There are no age or income restrictions.

The Mobile Hearing Screening Unit is a service of The Lions
of Illinois Foundation and provides hearing screenings
throughout the state.  Donations are always accepted to
ensure that this program will continue.

RELAY FOR LIFE OF NORTH MCHENRY COUNTY
from 6:00 p.m. Saturday , June 25
to 6:00 a.m. Sunday , June 26
in McHenry T ownship Park

The American Cancer Society Relay For Life of North
McHenry is looking for individuals who want to make a
positive difference in the fight against cancer.

To raise money to “Fight Back through Research”,
participants form teams, obtain pledges and camp out
at McHenry Township Park.  The participants take turns
walking or running around a track or path. Cancer never
sleeps, that is why Relay For Life is an overnight event.

Anyone who wishes to form a team, volunteer to help
with planning, or wants to hear more about this year’s
highlights is encouraged to attend Team and Committee
meetings.  We hope to meet you there!

Meetings are at 6:30 p.m. at McHenry Township Hall on
March 8, April 5, May 3 and June 7.

For information, to register a team or to become a Relay
For Life volunteer, contact the American Cancer Society
at 630-879-9009 ext.3.

Learn more about this event, Luminaria, Survivors Lap
and registration at www.relayforlifenorthmchenry.com.

ASSISTANCE & SUPPORT IN A CRSIS PREGNACY

Pregnant and don’t know where to turn? 1st Way Pregnancy
Support Services offers every woman or girl facing an
unplanned pregnancy, alternatives to abortion and provides
free and confidential services including counseling, shelter
and pregnancy tests. They offer bi-monthly confidential
support group meetings for area teens.

1st Way Life Center 2020 W. Johnsburg Road in Johnsburg
is an affiliate of the National Life Center, Inc. and now
Partners with the St. Paul Diaper Bank.

For more information about 1st Way Life Center and the
programs they offer call 815-385-2999 or visit their website
at http://mchenry1stway.org.

SAILING THE SOUTH PACIFIC Fashion Show Luncheon
Sunday , April 10 at 1 1:00 a.m.

Think ocean waves, warm sand and palm trees. Sail the
seas with Senior Services Associates! See this spring’s
hottest fashions at their 19th Annual Fashion Show Luncheon
to be held at the Crystal Lake Holiday Inn.

Enjoy a delicious three course luncheon; raffles include an
IPod, money tree, and 50/50—plus over one hundred Silent
Auction items on which to bid.  Local individuals will be
modeling the attire from A L’Amour, Gipper Formal Wear,
Kohl’s, Lulu’s Wiggin Out, Maurice’s, and the Trend Cellar.

Tickets are $38 for Adults; $14 for
Children 10 and under or $350 for
a Table of 10. For details and
reservations call 815-344-3555.
The deadline for reservations is
Monday, March 28.

All proceeds are used to assist the
older adult population in McHenry
County.  Tickets will be available at
McHenry Township Senior Center
or at the Matrices stores located in
McHenry, Crystal Lake or Algonquin.  For information or to
participate in any way call Rita Boulden at 815-344-3555.
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The Sweet Repeats Thrift
Shoppe offers quality,
affordable merchandise
that is displayed a step
above all other resale
shops and more like a
department store with
affordable prices.   The
Thrift Shoppe is located at

10514 W. Route 47 in Huntley and open Monday through
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Sundays from
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Tuesday is Senior Discount Day!

By donating or purchasing through Sweet Repeats Thrift
Shoppe not only is your donation tax-deductible but you
have the comfort of knowing your purchase or donated item
will be helping a wide range of individuals in need. The
proceeds benefit Pioneer Center for Human Services that
provides direct services to more than 2,500 individuals.

With the diminished funding at the State level, this exciting
new business venture will increase revenue streams to

GALA   AND DINNER AUCTION—“W e Believe in Magic”
Friday , April 15 at 5:30 p.m.

The Family Health Partnership Clinic (www.hpclinic.org) now
has a satellite clinic in McHenry.  The
Clinic provides medical care on a sliding
fee scale; no one is turned away due to
inability to pay.

Family Health Partnership Clinic will be
hosting its 14th Annual Gala & Auction
at the Crystal Lake Holiday Inn.  This
year’s event is themed “We Believe in
Magic” and guests will be thrilled by the
magical talents of Magician John
Measner and musical entertainment will
be provided by Music in Motion.  Many
fantastic items will be auctioned off
during the silent and live auction.

All money raised during this magical evening will remain in
McHenry County, providing medical care for the uninsured
men and women of the county.  For every $1 raised, $2.50
of medical services can be provided to an uninsured
individual, who would otherwise forego medical care.  

Donations and sponsorships are being accepted now.
Tickets are $80.00 each or a table of ten for $700.00.  Contact
Tami Zinnen at 815-334-8987 x25 or tzinnen@hpclinic.org

benefit programs and
services under the
Pioneer Center for Human Services umbrella. Pioneer
Center for Human Services provides services to persons
with developmental disabilities, mental illness, traumatic
brain injury, adolescent and family services through Youth
Service Bureau, victims of sexual assault through VOICE
program, people who are homeless through McHenry
County Public Action to Deliver Shelter (PADS), Children
with Autism through the Children’s Center for Autism.

The Thrift Shoppe offers 9,288 sq. foot of floor space and
storage. They accept indoor and outdoor furniture, small
kitchen appliances, books, CDs, DVDs, housewares,
antiques, linens, shoes, sporting equipment, jewelry,
clothing, children’s items and more.

Donations are accepted Wednesday through Saturday
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. For large item donations, call
815-759-7100 for pick up information.  Would you like to
volunteer your time at the store? Contact Colleen Hale at
chale@pioneercenter.org or call her at 815-759-7314.

EXPERIENCE “AN EVENING IN IT ALY”
Saturday , April 2 at 6:00 p.m.

Faith in Action of McHenry County works with seniors in our
community who live at home by
assisting them and their families
in maintaining their indepen-
dence, dignity and quality of life.

Faith in Action is hosting their
annual fundraising event at
D’Andrea Banquets in Crystal
Lake which promises to be
better than ever! An Evening In
Italy offers a deliciosa Italian
meal; a silent auction and purse
raffle; plus live entertainment by
the Crystal Brass!

Tickets are $40, and may be
purchased at the FIAMC offices, by phone at 815-455-3120,
or by e-mail at staff@fiamchenrycounty.org.

Last year’s silent auction was a tremendous success
because of the generous donations from individuals and
local businesses. To donate an item for this year’s silent
auction, please call the FIAMC offices.

Learn more about FIAMC at www.fiamchenrycounty.org.

Guests at the FHPC Gala ’08 (L to R)
Ellen Ebann, Denise and Mike Eesley

DONATE—SHOP—VOLUNTEER to benefit Pioneer Center for Human Services
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7YOUTH ACTIVITIES
2011 SPRING BREAK PROGRAM

The weather is getting warmer and we all know what that
means—Spring is almost here!

No School, no worries, just fun!  The
Youth Commission will be hosting a
week full of exciting activities!

March 28 —Raymond’s Bowl & Pizza:
Bowling with friends and pizza.  Wow!
Bring extra money for the arcade!

March 29 —CoCo Key’s Water Resort:
65,000 sq. ft. of indoor water park fun!

March 30 —Fox Lake Movie Theater: movie TBA;
includes popcorn, drink & gummy worms.

March 31 —America’s Action Territory: Go-
Karts, Bumper Boats, Lazer Tag, Mini-Golf
and more! Bring extra money for the arcade!

SUMMER! SUMMER! SUMMER!
We are getting ready for a fantastic summer when kids enjoy water fun, field trips and athletic activities!  The M.A.Y.C.
Summer Program is designed to give youth between 1st and 9th grade an opportunity to make new friends, learn and
try new things, and have lots of fun in a healthy atmosphere. Plus—our summer PALS group has a blast with team
building activities!  The program hours are Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (with extended hours
from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at an additional cost).   The summer program runs from June 6 to August 5.

Registration will begin in April. Check our website at www.mayc.net for up-to-date information or e-mail us at
youth@mayc.net for more information to be put on our mailing list.

Particip ants Achieving Leadership Skills (PALS)

Middle school and early High School students are
continuing to enjoy their free time with PALS
once monthly outings and during the Summer
Program.  This dynamic group promotes and
encourages friendships that are supportive,
constructive and focus on a drug-free lifestyle.
Here are some of the things our PALS group
has fun doing: all night Lock–In party, BBQ,
Movie Night and so much more.  Check us out
at www.mayc.net.

Join us at our monthly meetings for fun activities and
meet new friends! There is no charge!  Bring a friend!
          Friday March 18 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
          Friday April 15 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

              Friday May 20 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

                    Call to register...  815-344-0001
Program Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Cost: $30 per day

We will also be providing open hour activities before and after our
field trips including: ping pong, air hockey, outdoor play/sports,
pool table, games, crafts, painting and a whole lot of fun!!!

Nothing ruins a good program more quickly than participants who
wait until the last minute to register.  If we do not have 15 participants
registered by March 21, we may have to cancel!

For more information or to register call 815-344-0001.
*Field trips subject to change without notice*

 fun ! friendship !

PA
LS

!

www.mayc.net



To register for activities
on the SENIOR CENTER pages

call Amy Zavala
Senior Center Activities Director

815-344-3555
McHenry Township Senior Center

3519 North Richmond Road
just west of Route 31 & Johnsburg Road

McHENRY TOWNSHIP SENIOR CENTER 8

McHenry Township — 815-385-5605 — www.mchenrytownship.com

JOIN OUR NEW CLASS— CHAIR YOGA
Mondays and Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.

Chair Yoga is a great exercise for people with limited mobility
that also benefits people of all ages and activity levels!  Classes
are at McHenry Township Hall, 3703 N. Richmond Road.

Chair yoga is an exercise program that provides you with a
full body stretch that will help improve posture and balance,
increase flexibility and strength, and melt away stress.  This
program is accessible for arthritis sufferers and anyone
looking to improve their range of motion. The importance
of proper breathing is emphasized throughout each class.

Cost $3.75 per class. For more information about the new
class and for enrollment, be sure to call Amy.

ANNUAL  ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION
Thursday , March 17  at 11:30 a.m.

In honor of St. Patty’s day, why not go green!  Even if you
don’t speak with a brogue or are unable to dance a jig,
McHenry Township invites you to celebrate the Shamrock!

The wearin’ o’ the green will take place at McHenry Township
Hall, 3703 N Richmond Road.

The festivities begin with a hearty Irish luncheon featuring
corned beef & cabbage and baked herb chicken topped off
with delicious pistachio coffee cake.

Entertainment abounds starting with the traditional Irish
dancers from the Rebecca McCarthy School of Dance.
Highlighting the show is Mr. Taps ‘King of Whimsical Dance’
who will captivate you with his high-energy dancing and
share a humorous historical story.

Residents $10.00 Non-Residents $12.00 Tickets will be
issued and registration begins February 17.

LEARN TO PLAY FARKLE DICE GAME
Wednesday , March 9 at 10:15 a.m.

Farkle is a very popular exciting and fast
dice game. It is played with only a set of
6 dice and some paper for scoring. It
requires no cards, the counting is easy,
and it can be taught in just a few minutes.
Once you learn the basic rules, you’ll see
that it is a fun game of strategy.

Synergy Home Care of Barrington will
teach Farkle and provide beverages and
a light snack.  Reservations are required.

SENIOR CENTER COMEDY WEEK
Monday , March 28 thru Friday , April 1

There’s some funny stuff going on at
McHenry Township Senior Center and
you’re invited to participate! During the
blah days of March, humor and laughter
are the best medicine!

Monday—W anted: Fresh Laughs  the
Best Joke Comedy Competition; tell
Amy your joke and/or submit it in writing.

Tuesday —Best Joke Ever Awards Day ;1st, 2nd & 3rd Place
Prizes will be awarded.

Wednesday —Bingo T able Joke Day ; during the break
each table will present their joke.  Best overall presentation
will be crowned “The Kings & Queens of Comedy” with
bragging rights for the year! So get to thinking with your friends
to make it a true knee-slapper.

Thursday —Comedy Movie Day ; “Dinner for Schmuchs”
at 12:30 p.m. No admission charge and free popcorn.

Friday —Comedy Show Day
Featuring K. Doc. Patterson—show begins at 1:00 p.m.

Doc Patterson is a professional Speaker/Entertainer who
presents inspirational and motivational programs using
humor to deliver the message.  Doc is an Honor Guard Fire
Chaplain and his Bill-Cosby-style humor walks you down
memory lane by touching on music, western movies, and
family in America!

Show tickets are $2.   Reservations are required.
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McHENRY TOWNSHIP SENIOR CENTER
AQUA  AEROBICS:  WORKOUT WITH A SPLASH!
Tuesdays and Thursdays; 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays; 10:30 to 1 1:30 a.m.

FREE INCOME TAX PREPARATION

McHenry County AARP Tax Aide
Program for 2011 has six locations
throughout the county for senior
citizens at least 60 years old with
income less than $60,000.  Businesses
and rental real estate is excluded.

AARP in cooperation with the Internal
Revenue Service provides free tax
preparation for seniors for their 2010
Income Taxes beginning on February
4 through April 13. Appointments are
necessary and may be made by calling
the various locations. Both Federal and
State returns are electronically filed for
rapid refunds.

First Midwest Bank at 3510 West Elm
Street is the McHenry location.  Use the
North entrance and take the elevator to
the 2nd floor. Appointments begin at
9:30 on Tuesdays and Fridays. Call AARP Tax Aide at 815-
451-1578 for an appointment or information about the other
McHenry County locations.

Bring your tax returns and paperwork from 2009, and all
financial statements from 2010. Remember to bring your
real estate tax bill. If you sold stock during 2010, be sure
you bring the information on what you paid for the stock
when you bought it.  You must bring picture ID and Social
Security Card.  If it is a joint return both husband and wife
must come in.  Tax preparation is available at centers only.
There is no home visitation.

CHECK YOUR HOME BLOOD PRESSURE MONITOR
Wednesday , March 16 from 10 to 1 1:30 a.m.

Blood pressure monitoring at home is a
valuable tool for you and your physician.

All home monitors whether aneroid or digital
need to be checked for accuracy at least
every 6 months.   This can be done by taking
your monitor with you at your next MD
appointment or by bringing it in for this free
checkup. An ABLE Home Health Nurse will
be available to take your blood pressure
manually and then check your machine.

THERAPEUTIC PRODUCTS AND WELLNESS
Wednesday , March 23 at 10:30 a.m.

Lynncore Medgroup will discuss senior wellness issues.
The discussion is about the latest technology in medical
items that can increase your inde-
pendence. Learn about the Talking
Glucometer and find out what
benefits are available to you through
your current health insurance that
cover: the relief of back pain,
weakness of the knee, arthritis,
mobility and pain management.

Learn about therapeutic products to
help aid your body’s health and
wellness then enjoy a light snack after the presentation.
Registration is required.

PALLIA TIVE CARE 101
1st Thursday every month at 1:00 p.m.

Studies prove that palliative care helps
patients live longer, reduces side effects of
medication and increases energy. Learn about
palliative care, its uses and benefits for
specific diseases, conditions and chronic
illnesses. Beginning on March 3, Sharon

Mueller, Account Specialist with Hospice & Palliative Care of
Northeastern Illinois, will
present one-hour presenta-
tions monthly which are free
to the general public.

For information regarding
palliative care offered by
Hospice & Palliative Care
of Northeastern Illinois, call
1-800-425-4444 or go to
www.HospiceAnswers.org.

Time is running out to sign up; class space is filling up
fast! Aqua aerobics is a very popular non-impact water
exercise that reduces body fat, and increases flexibility
and includes cardiovascular benefits.

Aerobics and Fitness Association of America (AAFA)
instructor, Tara Calabrese will teach you how working in
the water improves posture, strengthens muscles, and
helps you lose weight.  Classes are held at Kensington
Manor, 8400Cunat Boulevard in Richmond.

Sign up now while enrollment is still open! Monthly fees
are paid at the beginning of the month. The cost is $60/3
months or $22/month (payable monthly).  For swim class
information, call Amy Zavala at 815-344-3555.
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SENIOR CENTER CLASSIC MOVIE MATINEE

No admission charge and free popcorn at 12:30 p.m.

COMING  ATTRACTIONS
n Friday , March 4:  As Good As It Gets

n  Thursday , March 31:  Dinner for Schmuchs

n  Thursday , April 7:  Eat, Pray, Love

n  Thursday , April 28:  All About Steve

n  Thursday , May 6:  Inception

n  Thursday , May 26:  Salt

n  Thursday , June 2:  The Chronicles of Narnia: The
                                      Voyage of the Dawn Treader

n  Thursday , June 23:  True Grit

KENTUCKY DERBY AFTERNOON GALA
Friday , April 29 at 1 1:30 a.m.

Aaaaaand they’re off!!! Feel the enchantment as Churchill
Downs comes to McHenry Township Senior Center.  You
can place your bets on having a great afternoon full of
thrills and excitement!  Experience an American tradition.

Your first-class seats are trackside so derby fashionable
attire is required for this classy race. Did you know that
wearing a hat to the Kentucky Derby is believed to bring
good luck! Be sure to don your grandest
chapeau for the ‘Best Hat’ competition.

After a down-home southern fried chicken
luncheon, saddle up, the races begin! At the
end of each race, winners will collect their raffle
tickets for chances to win prizes.  The more
races you win, the better your chances to enter
the winner’s circle for the grand prize raffle!

Special thanks to Heritage Woods of McHenry
and Alden Terrace of McHenry for providing the
great prizes for the event.

Tickets are $7 (only 90 seats are available)
Registration begins March 29.

MANAGE YOUR PAIN!
Wednesday , April 27
 at 10:30 a.m.

Right At Home Health Care
& Assistances will give an
informational presentation
on acupressure.  An acu-

puncture specialist will give a short presentation on how to
do self-acupressure at home to manage pain by applying
pressure to certain points on the head, neck, and body. Learn
the technique of using pressure instead of needles to foster
natural healing and promote a feeling of well being.

CENTERPIECE CREATIONS MEETINGS
Before the actual party at 9:30 a.m.

If you enjoy arts & crafts this group could be for you as this
creative group makes the table decorations used at our
parties. The centerpieces are the prizes at the party.
The group meetings are:
    •   Thursday, March 10 for the St. Patrick’s Day Party
    •   Thursday, April 28 for the Kentucky Derby Party

LEARNING TO LIVE WITH LOW VISION
Wednesday , April 6 at 10:30 a.m.

This low vision talk is designed
to help empower seniors.  Brian
Karabin, OT, CHT will talk about
challenges that older adults
encounter when faced with low
vision problems.  This presen-
tation addresses several medical
conditions related to the eye that
can lead to low vision problems
and practical coping mechan-

isms and tools that can be utilized to aid seniors dealing
with low vision.  The talk will focus on low vision seniors
and those who have friends or family dealing with low vision
problems.  Join Brian for light snacks after the presentation.

CREATIVE PRINTMAKING—ART CLASSES

Studio artist, Samantha Feigenbaum will offer creative
printmaking classes.  The class space is limited to 15
seniors.  All classes are from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.

Thursday , March 24 — How to make no-sew pillows with
fringe using knots. Students will decorate with stenciling or
just leave them plain. Cost $5

Thursday , April 14 — Printmaking wearable art fashions!
Bring your own T-shirt or sweatshirt.  Cost: $5

Thursday , May 26— Print-
making on handmade bags.
Students can decorate by
printing and/or stenciling on
them. Cost: $5

AA:  ADDRESSING QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS
4th Monday every month at 12:30 p.m.

Hear a message of hope brought to you by the McHenry
area families of, Alcoholics Anonymous and Alanon Groups.
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SENIOR FASHION SHOW WEEK
Monday , April 4 through Sunday , April 10

April 10th, Senior Services Associates, Inc will hold its Annual
Fashion Show, Luncheon and Silent Auction. (For details,
read the story on page 5 in this newsletter.) The week
preceding the fundraising event, the seniors enjoy dressing
up for their own fashion show at the senior center.
     • Monday is PINK & BLUE DAY
     • Tuesday is CRAZY HAT DAY
     • Wednesday is SOUTH PACIFIC DAY
     • Thursday is RETRO 80’S DAY
     • Friday is FROST YOURSELF DAY (flashy jewelry)

FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS AND LUNCHEON
Wednesday , April 13 from 9:30 a.m.to 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday , June 8 from 9:30 a.m.to 12:00 p.m.

The nursing staff of Converge Home Health Care will be
conducting free Health Screenings.  No appointment is
necessary for the blood glucose monitoring and blood
pressure checks.

Converge Home Health
Care offers a free lunch for
all participants, followed by
bingo and lots of prizes.
Reservations are needed
for lunch and bingo.

On Wednesday , June 8
the McHenry Lions Club is
sponsoring FREE hearing
testing for all ages. The
Lions Mobile Hearing Van
will be parked in front of our
Senior Center from 8 a.m.
to 12:00 noon.

All of the health screenings including the hearing tests are
free and no appointments are necessary.

VIVA LAS VEGAS-STYLE CASINO P ARTY
Monday , May 23 at 12:30 p.m.

You don’t have to go to Vegas to test your luck! Join us for a high-action afternoon
of casino entertainment: Poker Tables, Roulette, Dice and Bingo.  Whether a
beginner or a veteran player, one thing is for sure, you’ll hit the Jack Pot of FUN!

Win tickets at each game. The more tickets the better your odds at winning one of
the great raffle prizes.  Ante up and try your luck at the tables for some high-rolling
fun! Place your bets and spin the wheel or play your cards for a lively and entertaining
afternoon!  Light snacks and beverages will be available. Casino Day admission
tickets are $5 and registration begins on April 29.

COMPUTER EDUCATION PROGRAM
McHenry Township Computer Courses offered in the
Computer Lab located in our Senior Center consist of
either three 2-hour or two 3-hour sessions. There is a $5
registration fee for each session.  Call to register.

For detailed descriptions of each class visit our website
www.mchenrytownship.com/computer.htm

•  Beginners Computer 
•  Basic Windows 
•  Introduction to Word
•  Intermediate Word
•  Spreadsheet Basics
• Basic Photo Enhancement/Scanning    •  Internet

UPDATE ON MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTAL PLANS
Wednesday , May 11 at 10:15 a.m.

Do you have the correct Medicare Supplement coverage in
light of the Modernized Medicare Supplement introduced in
June of 2010?  All Medicare Supplement Plans issued after
June 1st of 2010 have been broadened. New, more
economical Plans have been introduced. Seniors now have
new choices. Learn about your new choices from Ron
Newman of Mutual of Omaha Insurance and join him after
the presentation for a light snack.

• Digital Camera
• Poster/Flyer Design
• Calendars & Greeting Cards
• Address Book
• On-line Genealogy Workshop
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KRAFTY BIG KIDS—ART CLASSES
Class Times: 10 a.m. to Noon— registration required.

Spring Greeting Cards – March 4:  The class will create
12 beautiful hand-stamped cards and envelopes. Cost: $18

One Stroke T -Shirt  – March 11: Learn how to paint on
fabric. Paint a plain T shirt and turn it into a spring flower
work of art.  No experience necessary.  Indicate adult t-
shirt size when registering. Cost: $15 ($17 for larger sizes)

Gallery Glass – March 18 & March 25: Gallery Glass
is a faux stained glass product that is very easy to use.
This is 2- day class. The finished project will be an 8 1/2
X 11 piece of glass ready for displaying. Choose from an
assortment of patterns.  Cost: $20

Birthday Blast! - April 1:  Create 12 beautiful Birthday
Cards using the art of rubber stamping.  Make 3 each of
the 4 designs. Envelopes included. Cost: $15

Terra Cott a Easter Bunny - April 8:  Using a few terra
cotta pots, some paint and a little imagination, create a
very cute “Easter Bunny” All supplies included. Cost: $18

Beginners Glass Mosaics - April 15 & 29:  Learn how
to design a pattern, lay out the glass tiles and finish with
grouting in the second class. Cost: $20

Stenciling - May 6 : Learn the art of stenciling and create
a beautiful terra cotta pot ready for planting spring
flowers.  Cost: $12 

Painting on Glass - May 13: Using glass paint and a few
painting techniques, you will create a set of 4 wine
glasses during this class. Bring your One Stroke brushes
if you have them.  Cost: $20

Roses, Roses, Roses - May 27:  Using the One Stroke
techniques, we will concentrate on the technique of
painting roses (and leaves) in this class.  Cost: $15

Gallery Glass - June 3 & June 10 : Using a “faux” stained
glass product, create a beautiful work of art in this 2
week class. Choose from NEW Spring Patterns ! Your
finished project will be an 8 1/2 X 11 piece of glass ready
for displaying. Cost: $20

Iris Folding W all Decor - June 17:  Learn the art of paper
folding to create beautiful cards and home decor.  The
finished look is similar to an intricate square of a fabric
quilt.  Cost: $12

Complete 10 Scrapbook Pages in 2 hours! - June 24:
Have you wanted to try your hand at scrapbooking but
didn’t know where to start? Learn to create 5 two page
layouts to take home and add photos. Cost: $15

COOKING DEMONSTRATIONS WITH PAM
2nd Thursday every month at 1:00 p.m.

Pam Patterson, Family Nutrition Program instructor,
University of Illinois Extension, presents cooking tips,
recipes, demonstrations and nutrition facts. Be sure to be
there when she demonstrates how to prepare economical
and healthy meals and snacks. Learn quick and easy
recipes that are nutritious and fun!  Registration is required.

  •   March 10— St. Pat’s Day Irish soda bread
  •   April 14— Think Easter!
  •   May 12— Spring planting starts with herbs.
  •   June 9— Early summer fruit season

AWARD WINNING PHOTOGRAPHER PRESENTS
Thursday , May 19 at 1:00 p.m.

Professional photographer Jerry Tomaselli has turned the
experience he has gathered over his 41 years as an award-
winning Chicago photojournalist to shooting amazing

landscapes and incredible
wildlife photos.

Presently retired as a
photojournalist for the
Chicago Tribune and a
veteran of 4 major daily
newspapers in Chicago,
his lens has captured
compelling photographs of
the rich and famous and
now has turned his talent
to capturing portraits of
birds, flowers and wildlife.

Join us for the fascinating
exhibit of his digitally-shot

photos and pick up tips to enhance your own photographic
journeys. Jerry will talk about cameras if you have questions
and share his picture taking techniques.



McHenry Township — 815-385-5605 — www.mchenrytownship.com

13McHENRY TOWNSHIP SENIOR CENTER
ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Senior Fitness T raining Group
8:00 a.m.—Wednesdays & Fridays—$12 a month

Senior Exercise Group -$12 a month class filled
9:15 to 10 a.m.—Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays

Tai Chi
9:00 a.m.—Thursdays—
McHenry Township Hall, 3703 N. Richmond Rd.
McHenry Township residents FREE

Line Dancing
1:00-2:30 p.m.—Fridays— $5 each session

Bocce Ball  (weather permitting)
Bean Bag T oss
10:00 a.m.—Tuesdays—FREE

Coffee Klatch —FREE
10:00 a.m.—Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays

Rummikub
10:00 a.m.—Mondays—FREE

Mah Jong  (tile game)
10:00 a.m.—Tuesdays—FREE

Dominoes
10:30 a.m.—Tuesdays—FREE

Pinochle
Bridge
12:30 p.m.—Tuesdays—FREE

Poker
1:00 p.m.—Tuesdays—FREE

Bingo —2 cards for 25¢
12:30 p.m.—Wednesdays

Kafty Hookers  (craft group)
9:00 a.m.—Thursdays—FREE

To register for activities on
the Senior Center p ages

call Amy Zavala
Senior Center Activities Director

815-344-3555

3519 North Richmond Road
just west of Route 31 & Johnsburg Road

McHenry Township Senior Center

2011 COMMUNITY GARDEN PROJECT
Thursday , May 26 at 10:30 a.m.

We need your help!  We are looking for men and woman, young
and old, to help our Community Garden Committee. Bring your
ideas and join us at our garden planning meeting.

The McHenry Township Enabling Garden is designed especially
for people with limited physical abilities and is located behind the
McHenry Township Senior Center in McHenry Township Park. Our
handicapped volunteers cannot garden everyday and that is where
you can help by filling in the gaps maintaining the garden.

SPRING SWAP-O-RAMA FUNFEST!!!
Thursday , April 21 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Spring clean and declutter your house but don’t throw away those
unused or unwanted items. Bring your unwanted things to the
McHenry Township Senior Center between Monday, April18 and

Thursday, April 21 for a swap-o-rama
extravaganza!  Remember that what
is one person’s trash is another
person’s treasure!

There is no charge for the swap meet
and it is open to everyone to come
and search for that “can’t live without”
prized possession!

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS
First Assist Home Health Care

will sponsor blood pressure checks
 at 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

on March 15, May 17, & July 19.

ALDEN TERRACE OF MCHENRY ON DEMENTIA CARE
Wednesday , May 18 at 10:15 a.m.
Dr. Jennifer Stelter the Director of Operations of Clinical Programs
and Nancy Lazmierski Corporate Coordinator of Pathways
(Memory Program) will discuss how to detect early signs of
dementia and answer any question you may have.  



McHenry Township — 815-385-5605 — www.mchenrytownship.com

14ASSESSOR’S CORNER

MISCELLANEOUS (BUT VER Y IMPORTANT) ASSESSMENT INFORMATION
THE LEGAL  VALUA TION DATE IS ‘AS OF’  JANUAR Y 1ST OF THE TAX YEAR

Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö  The 2010 assessment appeal period expired
November 1, 2010.  Tax bills for 2010 are typically
mailed in early May, payable in two equal installments
in June and September.

Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö  The actual amount you pay in taxes is determined
by the amount of money needed for operation of the
various taxing bodies shown on the tax bill.  The
assessment office is responsible for only one line on
the tax bill – the full cash value of your property.

Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö  2009 tax rates increased because of two things;
owner occupied exemptions increased and overall
assessments decreased leaving the monies needed
to be divided among the remaining assessed valua-
tions.  Because 2010 assessments decreased, I expect tax
rates to increase.

Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö  When you get your tax bill:
     1. Check the lower right corner to verify you are
getting the legally eligible exemptions.
     2. Compare tax rates from 2009 to 2010.  Review
the actual amounts, line-by-line where the tax amounts
are distributed to.
     3. Direct any questions or complaints regarding any of
those line items directly to that unit of government.

Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö  2011 is a general reassessment year (quadrennial).
My off ice wi l l  be busy both outside and at our
computers revaluing areas as needed.  Short sales
and foreclosures are considered but greater value
weight is given to arms-length sales.  Don’t be
surpr ised to  see the township  veh ic le  in  your
neighborhood while we are out gathering statistics and
taking updated property photos.

Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö  Check out the assessment web page now and again
for updated information.  If you have questions about

assessment appeals, exemptions and other related
items check tabs in the left margin.  Remember, you
can do property searches either by specific PIN,
specific address or wildcard (*) searches by house
number or street name. Note: Assessments published
on the website are for ‘full’ assessed values only; not
partial or prorated values.  If you are one of the few
owners that have a less than full assessment, contact
the office (815-385-0175) with your questions.  Don’t
look for 2011 assessed values until we have submitted
the new values to the county (late August) and we know
the final equalization value.

ÖÖÖÖÖ  If you purchase a home through foreclosure or
short sale and there are building damages please
contact  our of f ice as soon as possible.   Some
buildings are in good condition and some are left in
horrible shape due to neglect and inflicted damages.
If you have purchased an ‘as is’ property it’s best to
photograph and make a detailed list of the repairs
needed.  Keep the significant receipts in an envelope.
Provide that to our office early on and please, let us
do a site visit to document things you may have missed.

ÖÖÖÖÖ   In past years we have spent significant time working
on individual appraisals/information, typically after a
refinance or sale.  This year, due to the significant
amount of planned revaluation, we welcome your
information during the year and will review it as part of
the overall revaluation but won’t adjust individual
properties until we complete the entire neighborhood.
So rather than give you an answer during the summer,
we’ll advise you to watch for your assessment notice
that comes out in the Fall.  That will allow us time to
complete the 2011 work on time and also keep things
uniform.

WERE YOU BORN IN 1946 OR BEFORE?
Congratulations first year Baby Boomers!  There is an economic benefit to turning 65.  If you or one of the owners of
your home were born in 1946 or earlier and the home is occupied as the primary residence you are entitled to exemptions
that will reduce your taxable assessment.  You don’t have to wait until both owners are 65.

                     —The Annual Homestead Exemption reduces the taxable assessment by $6,000.
                     —The Elderly Homestead Exemption reduces the taxable assessment by $4,000.
                    —The Senior Assessment Freeze actually freezes the assessment as long as the owner
                         qualifies per   the financial and ownership requirements within the exemption.

Stop in the office anytime during your 65th year and complete the exemption form.  If your property is deeded to a trust
you need to bring a copy with to prove your ownership interest in the trust.  We also need to send a copy of your
driver’s license with the application.
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McHenry T ownship
Assessor Office
Monday thru Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

815-385-0175
fax 815-385-5671

Assessor
Carol Perschke

ATTENTION SENIOR ASSESSMENT FREEZE FOLKS
This information is specifically for owners regarding the
Senior Assessment Freeze.

    • This exemption must be applied for annually.
    • It is income-based for all residents of the household.
Total gross income (including all forms of income including
Social Security/Medicare) cannot exceed $55,000.
    • New forms are mailed from the County Assessment
Office each year to those owners already receiving the
“Freeze”.
    •       If 2011 is the first year you qualify please stop in the
office to pick up a form (after Easter).
    • The form must be completed, signed and notarized
before submitting to the county by the July 1st deadline.
    • If you need assistance completing the form, bring all your 2010 income information in and we’ll help.
    • If you are homebound you shouldn’t miss the exemption because you can’t get to the office to complete the form.
Contact the office (815-385-0175) and arrange for a site visit.  We make house calls.
    • Like all exemptions, this is for owner-occupied (primary residence) only.

Those on the “Freeze” for any length of time will show an exemption amount on their tax bill.  Because assessments
decreased in 2009 and again in 2010, the exemption amount will change from year-to-year in proportion to the assessment.
This is a reminder that if your assessment went down, so will the amount of the exemption shown on your tax bill.  Here’s
an example:

    THE EXEMPTION AMOUNT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CURRENT ASSESSMENT
          AND THE BASE YEAR OF YOUR “FREEZE”.  As assessments decrease so will exemption amounts.

If you have applied for the “Freeze” within the past couple of years your 2010 assessment probably is lower than the base
assessment you qualified at.  Because of this you won’t see any amount in the “Freeze” exemption area of the tax bill.
The good news is that if assessments continue to decrease your “Freeze” base amount will be reduced to the lowest
assessment amount.  Once the real estate market turns around and assessments begin to increase you will have a new,
lower base assessment amount.

This assessment “Freeze” exemption fluctuation does not affect either the Annual Homestead Exemption or the Senior
Homestead Exemption.

Reduced 2010 assessment (before exemptions) is:    $53,980
Same “Freeze” base year assessment amount is:     -$38,346
The 2010 exemption amount on the tax bill will be:    $15,634
             (difference = exemption amt)

If the 2009 assessment (before exemptions) was:       $58,156
If the “Freeze” base year assessment was:               -$38,346
The 2009 exemption amount on the tax bill would be:  $19,810
             (difference = exemption amt)

assessor@mchenrytownship.com

Senior Citizens Real Est ate Tax Deferral  allows qualified seniors to defer all or part of their property tax on their
owner-occupied residence. It’s a form of loan with a 6% interest rate which is repaid after the tax payers’ death or at the
time the property is sold. You must be at least 65 years of age by June 1, with a household income not more than
$50,000 and occupied the property for at least three years. More information and applications are available in at the
McHenry County Collectors office: 815-334-4260.   Application must be filed by March 1.



NEW ILLINOIS TRAFFIC LA WS WENT INTO EFFECT

Beginning January 1, several new traffic laws became
effective in Illinois, including a ban on texting while driving.
The ban prohibits composing, sending or reading text
messages, instant messages or email on a cell phone, other
personal digital assistant or computer. Under the new law,
police ‘will have the power to subpoena phone records after
a serious accident to determine whether text messages were
being sent or received at the time of the crash.

Also taking effect is a new law increasing the penalty for
causing an accident while driving without insurance. Starting
January 1st, drivers without insurance who cause bodily
injury in an accident will be charged with a Class A
misdemeanor instead of a traffic citation.

ROAD DISTRICT NEWS

Leon H. VanEvery
Highway Commissioner

McHenry Township
Road District
Monday thru Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

 815-385-3076
fax 815-385-5874

16

McHenry Township — 815-385-5605 — www.mchenrytownship.com

roaddistrict@mchenrytownship.com

ROAD DISTRICT RECYCLING PROGRAMS

Recycling is the third Saturday of every month
April through November

from 8:00 a.m.  to 12:00  noon
in the southside Township parking lot

3703 N. Richmond Road

Electronic Recycling :  Clip the handy brochure on the next
page and keep the information about our Electronic Scrap
Recycling Program for your future recycling needs.

Brush Recycling :  Branches and twigs must be no larger
than eight inches in diameter and ten feet in length.  Grass
clippings, leaves and rubbish will not be accepted.  Road
District personnel will chip all branches into usable mulch.

The Road District dumps truckloads of wood chips in the
southeast corner of the McHenry Township Recreation
Center’s parking lot, 3519 N. Richmond Road, behind the
Moose Lodge.  Wood chips are available at no charge to
Township residents.  No commercial enterprises.

The recycling programs are funded in part by residents and
are for McHenry Township residents only.

PROTECT AMERICA’S WATER—IT’S UP TO YOU

As stormwater flows over driveways, lawns, and sidewalks,
it picks up debris, chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants.
Stormwater can flow into a storm sewer system or directly
to a lake, stream, river, wetland, or coastal water.  Anything
that enters a storm sewer system is discharged untreated
into the water bodies we use for swimming, fishing, and
providing drinking water.  Polluted runoff is the nation’s
greatest threat to clean water.

By practicing healthy household habits, homeowners can
keep common pollutants like pesticides, pet waste, grass
clippings, and automotive fluids off the ground and out of
stormwater.  Adopt these healthy household habits and help
protect lakes, streams, rivers, wetlands, and coastal waters.
Remember to share your clean water habits with your
neighbors!

Don’t know how to dispose of your household hazardous
wastes? Call the Road District at 815-385-3076.

ILLINOIS GETS NEW “EXCESSIVE SPEEDING” LA W

Signed into law in July, 2010 this new driving law aims its
sights at drivers who speed between 30 and 39 miles above
any posted speed limit. Now this type of speeding is
considered a Class B misdemeanor, which carries a $1,500
fine and potentially leads to six months of jail time.

In addition, those speed
demons that go 40
miles over the posted
speed limit will no longer
be able to hide the
infraction via court
supervision; this is sure
to lead to hefty
increases in insurance
rates.

2011  RECYCLING DATES
April 16    May 21    June 18    July 16
August 20  October 15  November 19

no recycling in September
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ROADSIDES ARE MOWED THREE TIMES A YEAR

Roadsides are mowed an average of three times a year.
With almost 100 miles of road, this is time consuming.  It
takes about three passes on each side of the road.

The Road District also
trims trees and brush on
the right-of-way and
removes dead trees that
are wholly on the right-of-
way. Trees that overhang
the road must be trimmed
to avoid damage to the asphalt.  Also brush must be trimmed
back or removed if it  obstructs a driver’s vision on the road.

NEED A NEW DRIVEWAY CULVERT?

March 20 is the first day of Spring and with the warmer
weather ahead you may be thinking about resurfacing your
driveway.  Remember it only takes a phone call and we
will be happy to come out and evaluate your driveway
culvert.  It doesn’t make any sense to put new pavement
over a rusted out culvert.

If you live on a road maintained by the Township, we will
check your culvert to see if it needs replacing. If it does
need to be replaced, we will furnish a new culvert of equal
size at no charge.

MAILBOX MAINTENANCE IS ESSENTIAL

Property owners should regularly inspect their mailbox.  If
the mailbox or the post is not in good condition, snow from
the plow blade could damage the mailbox and interrupt your
mail service.  National Safety Council and Federal Highway
Administration regulations are listed on our website.

If you have a custom built box or a special-order type
purchased from a retailer, we urge you to replace it before
winter with a standard steel mailbox unit.  Plastic mailboxes
are not recommended as snow coming off the plow will
crack or break them.

NEVER BURN YARD DEBRIS ON ROADS

While doing your yard spring cleaning, do not burn leaves
or other yard waste on the road.  Fire will weaken the
blacktop and eventually cause a pot hole.  Burning on the
road is a public safety issue and is against the law. Please
do not burn on any road and be sure to follow the McHenry
County Open Burning Ordinance.

SAND BAGS AVAILABLE FOR FLOOD CONTROL

McHenry County Emergency Services has provided the
Road District with sand bags for pickup by residents when
needed.  Bags will be available Monday through Friday
from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  With one day advance notice,
we will provide sand donated by Meyer Material in
McHenry. Call the Road District office at 815-385-3076.

PAVING PROGRAM 2011

This year we are going out to bid early for our paving project.
By doing so, we are hoping to get better prices.

The proposed program consists of the second half of
Wonderview subdivision, approximately one mile of
Ringwood Road (from Spring Grove Road to Windy Prairie
Acres, where we stopped last year), and Windy Prairie Acres
subdivision, Broadway Road, Fox Lake Road, Deerpath
Drive and Rand Road. If costs for repaving come in too
high, we will adjust the program as needed.

In preparation of paving, we will be trimming trees and
checking sight distances. We will also be checking culverts
and replacing those that are in poor condition. We will also
be checking drainage and improving what we can.

FOLLOW ROAD WORK TRAFFIC REGULA TIONS

Warm weather means it is time to repair
roads.  Road Work signs are posted far
enough ahead to give you time to adjust
your speed for any unusual conditions.

When you see these signs, workers will
be working close to your traffic lane.
Follow the signs and adjust your speed, be alert and keep
a safe distance between your vehicle and all traffic barriers.

The minimum fine for speeding in a construction zone when
workers are present is $375 for the first offense and $1,000
for a second or subsequent offense.

Use caution when approaching a flag person.  Slow down
and be prepared to obey the signals of the flag person.
Drivers must stop if signaled to do so.

Be alert and remain stopped until signaled to proceed.
When directed to proceed, drive slowly, and be prepared to
stop.

In addition to road repair and maintenance, tree trimming is
a year-round Road District project when drivers must be
alert and adjust their speed.
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Rotary-Sunrise sponsors Non-Food Drive for FISH of McHenry Food Pantry

Non-Food items include:
Ö   paper products
Ö   cleaning supplies
Ö   toiletries (toothpaste, bar soap, etc.)
Ö   personal hygiene items
Ö   baby wipes and diapers

Laundry and dish soaps are always a priority
on the pantry’s Need List. All donated items
should be in their original unopened package.

Times are tough for many families and non-
food necessities are often difficult to come by
if you are struggling to make ends meet.
Government assistance programs cover only

food items and financially hard-pressed families need daily
essentials like toilet paper, kleenex, toothpaste and laundry,
dish & bar soaps.

In conjunction with the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, the Rotary
Club of McHenry-Sunrise is conducting a Non-Food Drive
for FISH of McHenry Food Pantry.  Your generous donations
will be greatly appreciated.

Pre-Parade Drop-Off Sites
American Community Bank & Trust
1500 South Route 31 in McHenry

City of McHenry Municipal Building
333 South Green Street in McHenry

McHenry Township Hall
3702 N. Richmond Road in Johnsburg

For questions about Rotary’s Non-Food
Drive, bulk donations or monetary
contributions contact Jeff Batt at 847-
477-5096 or jbatt3@yahoo.com.

.

On Sunday, March 13, the drop-off receptacles will be
located in Veterans Park from noon to 5:00 p.m. also
donations will be collected along the parade route. A cart
will accompany the parade so that you can toss your non-
food drive donation in as the parade passes by.

If you are not attending the parade or would rather not tote
your donation that day, there are several sites to drop off
your donations during the weeks leading up to the parade.

The sites listed below will accept your non-food donations
during their regular business hours up to Sunday, March 13:


