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Barnard Mill Bridge was built in 1951.  The bridge has been
resurfaced several times throughout the years.  The guard
rails and hand rails have been repaired numerous times.

The drains are letting water
mitigate between the surface
and the concrete deck which
is causing spider webbing in
the concrete and the steel
substructure is deteriorating
as well.

The bridge has been sand-
blasted and painted as
recently as 2004.  The paint
just does not hold up. The
edges of the concrete deck
are rapidly deteriorating;
those were repaired two summers ago.  They are now worse
than before the repair.

The concrete supports and head walls are in good condition.
This gives us the option of replacing the substructure steel
and decking.  The new steel will be hot dipped galvanized
steel eliminating the need for painting.  The deck will be
concrete not blacktop asphalt over concrete.  The drains will
be of a PVC material.  There will be new guard rails.

By doing maintenance repairs, we do not have to widen the
bridge or realign the intersection.  To widen the bridge or
realign the intersection, land acquisitions would have to take
place, probably from all land owners surrounding the bridge
and intersection including the McHenry County Conservation
District.  By doing the maintenance we can avoid this.  The
most recent standards for new bridges are quite stringent.

By repairing the bridge now, we will be saving a lot of future
monies.  It will take a lot less time.

With crumbling infrastructure across the United States and in

Summer Road District project includes Barnard Mill Bridge’s badly needed repairs.
Infrastructure Improvements Save Future Tax Expenditures

the State of Illinois, Barnard Mill Bridge in the terms of
infrastructure would not be very high on the list.  We
probably would not get state or federal funds for some

time.  Spring Grove has a bridge
that has been closed for well over a
year and still hasn’t gone out to bid.

By being proactive, the bridge will
only be closed during construction
and not closed during the time con-
suming design or permitting phases.

Many area residents will feel the
discomfort of the bridge closing.
The Road District has roads to
maintain west of the bridge. We
have posted signs advising area
residents of the impending closure.

Construction will start after area schools are dismissed
for summer break.  June 7 is the last day of school for
District #156.  We have encouraged the contractor to try
to complete the bridge before school starts again in the
fall.  We were told that is a pretty ambitious request, but
were assured it will be completed as soon as possible.
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A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM CLARKE
George Balis, Regional Sales Manager , Midwest

Clarke is a global environmental products and services
company.  Our mission is to make communities around
the world more livable, safe and comfortable by pioneering,
developing and delivering environmentally responsible
mosquito control and aquatic services to help prevent
disease, control nuisances and create healthy waterways.

An Illinois based, family owned and operated company for
65 years, we are the leading provider of mosquito control
products and services in the United States.  We have
worked with the Township since the early 1980s.

McHenry Township’s mosquito control program
begins with inspection and treatment of potential
breeding sites- retention ponds, drainage
ditches, wetlands or low areas that tend to hold
water- and inspections will continue through

early September.  

Almost 500 acres will be treated by hand,
backpack and helicopter within the
Township this summer to reduce
nuisance mosquito populations and
prevent the spread
of West Nile Virus.
 In addition, street
side catch basins are
treated by tech-

nicians on bicycles in June and July to
help reduce mosquito breeding in the
underground water system.

The Township decided to continue to fully fund its portion of
this long running intergovernmental program to help reduce
the nuisance and
potential health
risks associated
with mosquitoes.
However, due to
budget reductions,
not all participating
communities will be
able to fully fund
their portions which
will reduce the
service level for 2011.  The Township in working with long
term partner, Clarke, looked at possible funding levels and

developed a program based on the best
control practices based on over 20 years of
historical mosquito breeding data available.

To help with the program, homeowners are
also encouraged to report stagnant water (5
days or more) on their property this summer

to Clarke’s “Mosquito Hotline” at 800-942-2555.

Additionally, residents should take additional steps to protect
themselves and their families from mosquito bites by utilizing

insect repellents that contain DEET (N,
N-diethyl-meta-toluamide), Picaridin,
(KBR 3023), synthesized Oil of Lemon
Eucalyptus (PMD) or IR3535 when
mosquitoes are active, at least once or
twice a week, empty the water from
flower pots, kiddie pools, pet dishes,
birdbaths and swimming pool covers.

MOSQUITOES AND WEST NILE VIRUS

In Illinois, West Nile Virus was first identified in 2001.
West Nile Virus in Illinois is primarily associated with the
Culex species of mosquito which lay their eggs in warm,
stagnant water with high organic content. Eggs are laid
on or just above the water surface, where they usually
hatch within 2 to 3 days.

The role of the McHenry County
Department of Health involves public
education and surveillance. The
surveillance activities include:

• Tracking human cases of West Nile
   Virus in McHenry County
• Collection/submittal of dead birds for analysis

• Collection and analysis of Culex mosquitoes for West
   Nile Virus.
• Remediation of sites that promote mosquito breeding
   (any standing water, i.e. dumps, discarded tires).

Their web site www.co.mchenry.il.us/departments/health
contains information regarding West Nile
Virus; West Nile Virus surveillance activities
in McHenry County; educational materials;
and information on how to protect yourself and
your property from West Nile Virus.

Fight the bite!  Eliminate potential mosquito
breeding sites. When outdoors protect yourself

by wearing protective clothing and applying insect repellent.
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McHenry Township
Donna A. Schaefer,

Supervisor
Monday thru Friday

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

815-385-5605
fax 815-385-5671

McHenry Township Board of Trustees meetings are held
the second Thursday every month at 7:00 p.m.

Green Street Cruise Night s
Every Monday Night from 6 to 8:00 p.m.
June 6 through October 10

The Car Show is in the large municipal lot and the
McHenry Savings Bank parking lot between Route 120
(Elm St.) and Green Street in downtown McHenry.

Food, raffle prizes, vendors and
giveaways! A fun family evening out!
No admission charge!

While attending this great event, you have an
opportunity to help a worthy cause! Bring canned or
packaged non-perishable food items and drop off a
donation at the Food Pantry tent for local pantries.

For information on Featured Car Nights and Special
Events: classiccarbuff@comcast.net or 815-728-0404
or their Green Street Cruise Night Facebook Page. 

AUGUST REDUCED RATES FOR WATER TESTING

To improve service to the community, McHenry County
Department of Health (MCDH) established a water drop off
program for annual testing for individuals to test private well
water for coliform bacteria and nitrate.

Sterile test bottles and instructions can be picked up prior to
the testing day at McHenry Township Office, 3703 N.
Richmond Road from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday.  Check our website for additional information.

MCDH picks up the samples every Tuesday each month from
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. unless Tuesday falls on a holiday.

MCDH designates August as “Safe Drinking Water Month”
for individual well water users. Residents can have their well
water tested for coliform bacteria and nitrate for the reduced
rate during August. For questions about the program, please
contact the Health Department at 815-334-4585.

RULES OF THE ROAD REVIEW
Wednesday , September 7 from1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday , November 2 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

If you are going to take the Illinois driver’s license renewal
examination, the Rules of the Road Review Course offered
by the Illinois Office of the Secretary of State will prepare
you for your test.

The class updates drivers on the
current rules of the road and
prepares them for the general
writing and road sign exam-
ination.  Learn what is expected
for your actual road test and take
a practice written exam.

The course is held at McHenry
Township Hall, 3703 N. Richmond
Road.  There is no charge for the
class. No reservations required.

CELEBRATE THE 4th OF JULY IN WONDER LAKE!
Sunday , July 3; all day

The Wonder Lake Chamber of
Commerce presents the 2011 Wonder
Lake 4th of July festivities which
includes the Kid’s Zone & Games at
1:30 p.m. and the Wonder Lake Art
Show featuring local artists at Docksides,
4106 East Wonder Lake Drive.

The Annual 4th of July Parade will kick
off at 1:30 p.m. with Dr. Mehanovich of
Wonder Lake Veterinary Clinic as this year’s Parade
Marshall.  The parade will march south from Christ the King
Church down East Wonder Lake Road to Hancock Drive
and west to the lake.

The Wonder Lake Water
Ski Team, the 2010 National
Show Ski Champions, will
perform at Center Beach
(on the east side of Wonder
Lake) at 4:30 p.m.  If you
miss their fantastic holiday
show, they perform every
Friday at 7 p.m. all summer.

Local celebrity, Jenae Cherry
will perform at Center
Beach at 4:00 p.m.  There
are no admission charges
for any of the 4th of July

events.  Fireworks over the lake are at dusk.

supervisor@mchenrytownship.com
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2011 FIESTA DAYS—July 8 through 17:  CELEBRA TE the CITY of McHENRY’s 175th BIRTHDAY!
McHenry Area Chamber of Commerce brings us McHenry’s Fiesta Days which pulls the community together to celebrate!
Food, live music, contests & tournaments, amusement rides, arts & crafts and many other exciting events!  Don’t miss
the evenings of great live entertainment!  For a full listing schedule of all the daily activities go to www.mchenrychamber.com

ROTARY BAGS TOURNAMENT
 Fundraiser for Fish Food Pantry

& Wonder Lake Food Pantry
SATURDAY, JULY 16

(Rain date, the next Saturday)
SW corner of Route 120 and Riverside Drive

– During Fiesta Days Sidewalk Sales! –

Double elimination/S tandard Baggo rules apply

(Winners play best of 3 games for each round,
loser’s bracket is single game elimination)

CHECK-IN is at 11:00 a.m.
FIRST ROUND starts at 12:00 p.m. sharp

PRIZES: 1st $600/ 2nd $200/ 3rd $80/ 4th $40
(based on 48 teams entering or
50% of buy-in fees if less enter)

Entry fee: $40 per team (2 players) pre-registered
$50 if you register the day of the tournament

Make checks payable to: Rotary Club of McHenry

Pre-game registration at:

McHenry Township Office, 3703 N. Richmond Road

McHenry Chamber Office, 1257 N. Green Street

Don Tonyan at 815-482-0746 or
Phil Sweeney at 847-409-7445

GOOD GUYS VS. GOOD GUYS CHARITY SOFTBALL
Saturday , July 17; at 5:00 p.m.

This year, the Good Guys Charity Softball Game is an official
Fiesta Days event.  This is the 3rd Annual fundraiser for
FISH of McHenry Food Pantry and will be held at McHenry
Township Park Baseball Field. 100% of all gate receipts
are donated to FISH of McHenry.

McHenry Christian Fellowship Softball League is made up
of members of area churches. The managers from each
church team have joined together to form their own Good
Guys All-Star Team.

The Good Guys have challenged McHenry’s Good Guys
All-Star Team which is comprised of  City of McHenry Police
Department, McHenry Township Fire District, and City of
McHenry personnel

There is limited bleacher seating so bring a lawn chair or a
blanket and spend an evening watching a GREAT com-
petitive and spirited game.  Raffles, food, and prizes!

Tickets at the gate are $10 per family, $6 per single.  Seniors
are FREE.  All donations are warmly welcome!

HAPPY 175th BIRTHDAY
Look for Fiesta Days on Facebook!!!

Born out of an Illinois prairie frontier,  McHenry has grown
into one of the finest areas to live, work and play.

CITY  OF McHENRY
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TO HELP STRETCH YOUR FOOD BUYING POWER

Senior Services Associates, Inc. is sponsoring
SHARE Wisconsin through the RSVP,
Senior Corps Program.  SHARE provides
savings of 30-50% on groceries through
SHARE’s nonprofit food buying club.

You can register and place an order in person on the first
Friday every month at McHenry Senior Center, 3519 N.
Richmond Rd. or on the first Saturday every month at
Evangelical Free Church of McHenry, 2614 N. Ringwood
Rd.;or with credit or debit cards go on-line at
www.sharewi.org; or call Share’s office at 800-548-2124
with Link, credit or debit cards; or send your order with
payment to SHARE WI., P.O. 403 Butler, Wisconsin 53009.

SHARE works like a monthly food co-
op. Families select the food they want at
the beginning of the month and pick up
their orders toward the end of the month.
Everyone is welcome to purchase food
through SHARE. There are no member-
ship fees or eligibility requirements.

Distribution is at Evangelical Free Church
on the 3rd or 4th Saturday every month.
Please call Jerry Macey at 815-690-2606
with questions or go to www.sharewi.org.

In April, at the McHenry Township Annual Meeting, the
Community Service Award was presented to the members
of the Crafty Hookers group and to Don and Barb Klapperich
for their project which supplies seven units of the North
Chicago VA Medical Hospital with knitted and crocheted
Morgue Cart Covers which are used to drape the carts that
remove deceased soldiers or veterans from their hospital
unit. The broad striped American Flag Red, White, Blue
covers are 7' long x 4' wide and made of 9 pounds of yarn
each.  Read more about this benevolent group on page 15.

The Neighbors Food Pantry of W onder Lake  is housed
at Nativity Lutheran Church, 3506 East Wonder Lake Road
in Wonder Lake. The pantry is supported by area
churches, organizations and individual donations.

Their doors are open from 9:00 a.m. to noon every
Tuesday and Wednesday.  For more information call 815-
355-5459 or visit their website at www.wlfoodpantry.com.

Pictured is Rotary Club of McHenry president, Donna
Schaefer presenting a check for $2,000 to Food Pantry
Coordinator, Kim Halper and volunteer Nicole Franke.
Rotary raises money through
their various fundraisers like their
Poker Tournaments, Ham
Dinner, and Bags Tournaments.
The Club received a matching
grant from Rotary District 4440.

The pantry is grateful for any
and all donations. Donations are
used to purchase food from the
Northern Illinois Food Bank to
help serve a total of 667 (seen
in April 2011) individuals a month.

A WORD FROM OUR LOCAL  FOOD PANTRIES

F.I.S.H. Food Pantry  (www.fishofmchenry.org), an all
volunteer organization,  is open Tuesday and Thursday
every week, from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m.   FISH serves
McHenry and Johnsburg school districts.  If you need more
information call 815-344-4717.

The pantry is located in the McHenry Township building,
3703 N. Richmond Road and is on the lower level at the
rear (south side) of the building. No appointment is necessary.

FISH of McHenry Food Pantry, would like to thank the
community for the tremendous support throughout the
year!  Events like Tractors for Charity help FISH Food
Pantry continue to serve the nearly 500 families
(approximately 1800 people) they see every month.    

TRACTORS FOR CHARITY; September 17 & 18; from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The annual antique tractor, truck and
construction equipment show will be held at Stade’s Farm
& Market located at 3709 Miller Road in McHenry.

The two days are packed with Hay Rack Rides, Petting
Zoo, Toy and Food Vendors, Craft Booths and All Day
Raffles.  Be sure to visit the Petting Zoo presented by the
McHenry Country Farm Bureau. For more information and
directions go to www.tractorsforcharity.com.
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BACK-T O-SCHOOL PROJECT

The Salvation Army “Back to School” Project supplies low-
income students in grades kindergarten through high
school with school supplies.

As an extension service provider for Salvation Army,
McHenry Township office is accepting donations of cash
or school supplies during business hours.

Applications are available for Salvation Army Programs at
McHenry Township office. Eligibility for the “Back to School”
program is based on annual household income of no more
than 200 percent of the poverty guideline ($42,400 for a
family of four) and verified residency.

The Salvation Army will be taking applications from July
26 through July 30.
The date for pick of
supplies will be in
August and applicants
will be contacted with
that information.

Residents of McHenry
Township may apply
for this program through
the township’s General
Assistance office.

CHILDREN’S HEAL TH AND SAFETY FAIR
Wednesday , August 3; from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The 21st Annual Children’s Health and Safety Fair will be
held at McHenry County College, on Rt. 14 in Crystal Lake.
The fair offers door prizes, entertainment and interactive
health education for all children!  Admission is FREE.

Obtain important medical services for your children prior
to the beginning of the new school year.  Low cost
immunizations, dental exams, and physicals will be
available.  Medicaid will be accepted for immunizations and

dental exams, which will be
on a first come first serve
basis.

For more information on
immunizations and dental
exams call McHenry County
Department of Health at
815-334-4500.

Physicals will require an appointment. To schedule a time
call the Family Health Partnership Clinic at 815-334-8987.

BACK-T O-SCHOOL IMMUNIZATIONS
at McHenry T ownship Hall
July 2, August 4, September 1, November 3
from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. by appointment only

McHenry County Department of Health’s “Together We Can”
Immunization Clinic is scheduled at McHenry Township Hall.
The Clinic provides children ages 2 months to 18 years with
infant and school vaccinations.

Families on public assistance or with no health insurance
and even families whose
health insurance does not
cover immunizations are
able to protect their children
with mandatory vaccinations
and booster shots at a
reduced fee.

There is a sliding-scale fee
and Medicaid and All Kids
cards are accepted. Please
bring the child’s shot record
to the visit. A parent or a
legal guardian MUST
accompany the child.   No
one is denied because of
inability to pay the fee.

For specific information or to schedule an appointment call
815-334-4536.

4-C HELPING COMMUNITIES HELP CHILDREN

4-C is a not-for-profit social service
agency that provides comprehensive
services to families, child care pro-
viders and employers.  Services
include child care referrals and financial
assistance for families; a nurse and
mental health consultant, a child care

food program; and professional development opportunities
for child care providers.

The 4-C McHenry office serves families in McHenry County
and is a satellite of the main office located in DeKalb and is
funded through the Illinois Department of Human Services.

The agency assists parents in McHenry County in locating
quality child care for their children and also assists child
care providers with trainings, technical assistance, and
financial assistance.   For more information: 667 Ridgeview
Drive in McHenry; 815-344-5510; http://4-c.org/
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES

McHenry Area Youth Commission
SUMMER PROGRAM!

M.A.Y.C. has started its summer program
and we are having a blast!  Our program is
designed to give youth between 1st and 9th

grade an opportunity to make new friends,
learn and try new things and have lots of
fun, while leading a healthy lifestyle.

The program runs Monday through Friday
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.; extended hours from
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at an additional cost.

Our program runs June 6 through
August 5; we still have openings,
please contact us if you are
interested:

 • call us at 815-344-0001
 • email us at youth@mayc.net

We also have our PALS group,
especially for middle school students.
Call for more information.

HELP SUPPORT M.A.Y.C.
BY EATING AT WENDY’S

Come join the youth commission
at Wendy’s, 2433 N. Richmond
Road in McHenry on Monday,
July 18 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Wendy’s will donate a portion of
the proceeds to help support the
great  programs and activities of
M.A.Y.C.! Hope to see you there!

COMING THIS FALL: RED RIBBON WEEK

The Red Ribbon Campaign was started when drug
traffickers in Mexico City murdered DEA agent Kiki
Camarena in 1985. This was the beginning of the continuing
tradition of displaying Red Ribbons as a symbol
of intolerance towards the use of drugs.

The mission of the Red Ribbon Campaign is to
present a unified and observable commitment
towards the creation of a DRUG-FREE
AMERICA.  It’s an ideal way for communities to
unite and take a visible stand against drugs.

Red Ribbon Week is traditionally celebrated
during the last two weeks of October with
October 23 to October 31 being the official Red
Ribbon Week.  Show your support and wear
your Red Ribbon!!!

POKER RUN/FAMILY FEST

Rotary Club of McHenry-
Sunrise will be hosting a
Poker Run/Family Fest at
Peterson Park in McHenry
on Saturday, August 20.
Please join us for some
family fun.  A portion of the
proceeds will benefit the
McHenry Area Youth
Commission.  As soon as
we receive more informa-
tion, we will post it on our
website www.mayc.net

2012 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK SALE

With thousands of dollars in savings, 50% off discounts,
& 2 for 1 offers— you can’t go wrong on saving money
when you use the 2012 Entertainment Book. The book
includes savings on fine dining, casual & quick service
restaurants, attractions such as movies, live shows,
concerts, sporting events & family activities.  Also included

is a savings section on home, garden, auto, retail services,
hotels, travel, cruises, car rentals & airfares. Entertainment
Books are $25 and available at M.A.Y.C. office and the
McHenry Township building.   Help support drug prevention
efforts for our area youth by purchasing your book today.
Books will be available starting in Mid-August.  Reserve
your copy today by calling 815-344-0001.



8

McHenry Township — 815-385-5605 — www.mchenrytownship.com

  TOWNSHIP NEWS
FREE SENIOR RIDES TO END BY LABOR DAY
www.RTAchicago.com

The Regional Transportation Authority
(RTA) will end the Seniors Ride Free
program late this summer. In the
meantime, seniors with a valid Senior
Ride Free permit can continue to ride free
on CTA, Pace (route buses), and METRA.

June 1: New applications for the Seniors Ride Free
program will be means tested with the Department on
Aging Circuit Breaker Program.  Those individuals who
qualify for the Circuit Breaker Program will receive a new
senior “Circuit Ride Free” card.  All others will receive a
“Reduced Fare” card.

July 1: The RTA will stop processing replacement cards
for the current Seniors Ride Free program to avoid sending
duplicate cards.

August 1: The agency intends to start mailing out new
magnetic stripe cards for fixed route service for all seniors
currently enrolled in the Seniors Ride Free program.
Depending on their eligibility, seniors will receive either a
newly named Circuit Ride Free card or a Reduced Fare card.

By September 1: The RTA plans to have sent cards to all
seniors in their database and all current Seniors Ride Free
permits will no longer be accepted on the system’s buses
and trains starting on this date. 

To continue to be eligible for the Seniors Free Ride
Program, low-income seniors and low-income
persons with disabilities must apply directly through
the Illinois Circuit Breaker Program .  Contact the Illinois
Department on Aging at 800-624-2459 or www.cbrx.il.gov.

Current annual income limits for Circuit Breaker are
$27,610 or less for an individual; $36,635 or less for a
two-person household; and $45,657 for a household of
three or more.

Area seniors and persons with disabilities
may still apply for a RT A Reduced Fare Card at 

McHenry T ownship, 3703 Richmond Rd.
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday

Applicants will need a wallet-sized color photo to include
with their application. If you do not have a photo, McHenry
Township will take a complimentary photo for Township
residents. Non-Township residents will be charged $1.00
for a photo. The person in the photo cannot wear a hat,
scarf or sunglasses.

McHenry County Historical Society Museum
6422 Main Street in Union; 815-923-2267

MCHENRY TOWNSHIP DAY
Sunday , June 26 from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m.
Free admission for all McHenry Township residents.

26th ANNUAL  HERITAGE FAIR FUNDRAISER
Sunday , July 10; from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The museum will be open
all day and there is no
charge for admission to
the museum’s buildings or
any of the Fair events. The
McHenry County Historical
Society presents “Glorious
Quilts”, featuring weaving,
quilting, blacksmithing
demonstrations, barber
shop quartet, magicians,

antiques auction and much, much more. On-going sales
throughout the day: baked goods, books, antique clothing,
garden plants and white elephant sales.

34TH ANNUAL  CIDER FESTIVAL
Sunday , October 2; from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The museum will be open all
day and there is no charge
for admission to the mu-
seum’s buildings or any of
the Fair events. Throughout
the day there will be harvest
demonstrations, including
black-smithing and old fashioned apple cider making; a barn
raising; live musical entertainment; and antique tractors from
the McHenry County Antique Farm Equipment Assn. will
be on display all day. On-going sales throughout the day:
apple baked goods, kettle korn, antique clothing, book, and
a white elephant sale and food will be available.

The Fair & Festival Committees need items for their sales,
particularly auction donations which should be dated before
1950.  For more information please contact McHenry County
Historical Society Fair or Festival Committees at 815-923-2267.

For more information about the museum
and the Historical Society’s activities go
to www.mchsonline.org.

Interested in area quilting activities go to
www.NorthernIllinoisQuiltFest.com for
appraisals and exhibits.



McHenry Township — 815-385-5605 — www.mchenrytownship.com

9McHENRY TOWNSHIP SENIOR CENTER

To register for activities
on the SENIOR CENTER pages

call Amy Zavala
Senior Center Activities Director

815-344-3555
McHenry Township Senior Center

3519 North Richmond Road

COUNTRY LINE DANCING HOE DOWN
Friday , July 15 at 1 1:30 a.m.

Slip on your fancy dance boots for an all-American
Hoe Down at McHenry Township Hall 3703 N.
Richmond Road.  Country music lovers and line
dancing fans will gather for an afternoon full of
invigorating entertainment.

The old fashion country fun begins with a hearty
western-style luncheon provided by Sherman’s
Catering featuring Roast Sirloin of Beef.

The afternoon will be filled with high energy music
and country line dancing! Country & Western music
entertainment will be provided by Ramblin’ Rich.

Cost is $7 and registration begins June 15. Again
this year, the McHenry County Workforce Network
will attend as volunteers to help serve food and
join in the dancing.

INTERGENERATIONAL TYE DYE PROJECT
Wednesday , July 13 at 9:30 a.m.

McHenry Area Youth Commission (MAYC) offers summer
programming for children in our community.  The Senior
Center is partnering with MAYC to introduce the younger
generation and the seasoned generation to the wonderful
possibilities of friendship across the generation gap, while

learning a new skill together.

The event is designed for our area
youth and seniors to team up and
experience a morning of fun while
working on a special Tye Dye pro-
ject. Bring in your own shirt,
handkerchief, bag, or whatever
you’d like to splash with color.

FLORAL  ARRANGEMENT CLASS by Locker ’s Florist
Monday , July 1 1 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

There is nothing like a bouquet of fresh-cut flowers to
brighten a room! Have you ever wondered how florists
create those fantastic cut
flower arrangements?
Come and learn a new skill
while having fun! Floral
designer, Julie Harrison will
be at the Senior Center to
share with you her
professional talent.

You will receive person-
alized instructions while you assemble your arrangement.
After the class you get to take your project home and the
completed arrangements are valued at $40 each.

Class fee is $15 which includes all
supplies.  Reservations and class
fees must be received by July 5.

DIABETIC SHOES
Wednesday , July 13; 10:30 a.m.

Learn more about a 1993 Medicare
provision that provides for seniors
with diabetes to obtain one pair of
protective diabetic shoes or
custom-fitted inserts per year free
of charge. Join Kathryn Jeffers of
EMB Medical who will provide
information about this little known
prevention program.  Kathryn will
also introduce the latest in
protective diabetic footwear. The
shoes and inserts are not for sale

but are available without cost to diabetics who:

 • Have been diagnosed with diabetes
 • Have Medicare Part B as their primary insurance.
 • Have supplemental insurance coverage such as a PPO
   or Medicaid.  Sorry, no HMOs

FIRST MIDWEST BANK ASSISTANCE
Third Thursday every month at 1:30 p.m.
Call to set up an appointment at 815-344-3555
A representative from First Midwest Bank will be at the
Senior Center to help you individually balance your check
book and answer any financial questions.  You do not
have to bank at First Midwest to receive this assistance.
Learn helpful hints to aid you keep track of your spending.
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KRAFTY BIG KIDZ! with Dawn Castellanos
Class T imes: Fridays from 10 a.m. to Noon 

Classes are open to everyone, no experience necessary.
Fees must be paid in advanced to Amy at the Senior Center.
No day of class students accepted. No experience necessary!

One Stroke “Lighthouse” Painting - July 15 & 22  - Using
the One Stroke technique create a work of art on canvas.
Learn step by step, from loading your brush to colors and
brushstrokes.  Bring your One Stroke Brushes. Cost: $30

One Stroke on Fabric Apron - August 5  -One Stroke
Technique applied to fabric. Create an original and beautiful
apron.  You will learn how to paint flowers, leaves and a
butterfly! Bring your One
Stroke Brushes. Cost: $15

Birdhouse Painting -
August 12  - Create a
special  wood birdhouse for
your feathered friends that
you decorate with florals,
leaves, & vines.  Cost: $18

One Stroke Fruit -
August 26  - Using the One
Stroke technique, learn to
create a variety of fruit on a
wood tray.  Supplies are
limited so sign up early! Cost $22

Greetings Galore! - September 2  - Using the art of rubber
stamping you will create 12 beautiful Greeting Cards.
Create 3 each of 4 designs. Envelopes included. Cost: $15

Gallery Glass - September 9  - Learn to create the look of
stained glass without the cost or the time!  Using a pre-
designed leaded blank you will create a work of art with the
Gallery Glass Faux stained glass product. Cost: $18

Paper Piecing Shadow Box - September 16  - Using
paper punches and techniques create a beautiful Shadow
Box wall hanging.  Learn assembly and creation! Cost: $18

One Stroke Fall Flowers - September 23  - Learn to
paint fall flowers using the One Stroke technique.  You will
apply your creations to a black coated flower pot! Cost: $15

Jewelry Making - September 30  - Basic jewelry making
class; beading, clasps, jump rings and more is covered.
You will complete a bracelet and necklace. Cost: $18

Painted Landscape - October 14 & 21  - Learn various tech-
niques painting a landscape on an 11X14 canvas. Cost: $30

To register for activities
on the SENIOR CENTER pages

call Amy Zavala
Senior Center Activities Director

815-344-3555

JERRY TOMASELLI ON DIGITAL CAMERAS
Thursday , August 18 at 1:00 p.m.

If you enjoyed Jerry Tomaselli’s class on photography, you’re
going to love his class on “Know Your Camera”!  Jerry will

teach you all about the various
capabilities of your camera.  This
workshop is intended for “point and
shoot” camera’s only—yes that
means your digital cameras.

Learn how to understand the
differences between Program and
Auto; when and how to use your
flash; and learn about f-stops,
aperture, and shutter speeds.  By
understanding your camera and the

dynamics of composition, you can take photographs with
images that have superb light and engaging subject matter.

Class fee is $5.  Register with Amy at 815-344-3555; we
need a minimum of 10 people for this class so sign up soon!

A MATTER OF BALANCE - A 4½ WEEK COURSE
every Monday & T uesday in August  at 10:00 a.m.

A Matter of Balance: Managing Concerns About Falls was
developed through a grant from the
Administration on Aging.  The program will
be held at McHenry Township Hall, 3703 N.
Richmond Rd. and lead by a certified Senior
Services Associates staff member.

A Matter of Balance is designed to reduce
the fear of falling and increase activity levels
among older adults. Participants learn to
set realistic goals to increase activity,
change their environment to reduce fall risk
factors, and learn simple exercises to
increase strength and balance.

The Program is funded by McHenry
Township. A workbook is provided and lunch will be served.
Call Amy for details or to register. Limit 12 participants.
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A BLUE RIBBON ST ATE FAIR PARTY!
Friday , August 5 at 1 1:30 a.m.

For an old-fashion country good time, spend an exciting
afternoon at McHenry Township Hall, 3703 N. Richmond
Road at our State Fair Party featuring a Blue Ribbon
Contest!

Bring your own livestock such as stuffed animals, pictures,
or anything animal that you think will earn you the Grand
Prize in our (no live animals, please!) Champion Livestock
Competition. Join in the fun!

What’s a State Fair without
food and entertainment?
Sherman’s Catered Menu
consists of: BBQ Pulled
Pork Sandwiches with
potato salad, cole slaw and
a 3 bean salad. Then enjoy
the crackerjack side-show
entertainment of magician
and comedian rolled into
one, Jim Maddex. Jim is
entertaining and magical; he’ll surprise you with his antics!

Roam the fairgrounds and visit the State Fair Midway booths
where you can take a chance on table top games and bean
bag toss. Try your luck to win a prize! The McHenry
Chamber Group, Synergy Connection (MC4) will be
sponsoring the games and entertainment.

Tickets are $7 and registration begins July 5.

INDEPENDENT READING WITH VISION LOSS
Wednesday , August 17 at 10:30 a.m.

Making 2011 a Year for
Vision Awareness will be
presented by Linda
Hallman a represent-
ative from the Chicago
Lighthouse for People
Who are Blind or Visually
Impaired.  Linda will share
experiences and new

tools available for high magnification and reading. 

Learn about easy to use products that actually read aloud
to you. Bring a friend who is vision impaired for a very
informative presentation.  Call to register.

FROM BAGDAD T O MCHENRY:
Wednesday , August 31 at 10:15 a.m.

Johnsburg resident Alfred Daniel was born to an Assyrian
Christian family in a small town in Mesopotamia (Iraq) and
fled the oppression of Saddam Hussein’s regime with his
wife and children in 1973.

Mr. Daniel’s book, “Pages From My Life” recalls his journey
from his ancient homeland to a new beginning in the United
States.  Join us as he shares his fascinating story.  Copies
of the book will be available for purchase following the
program.  Call to register.

WOUNDED WARRIORS
Wednesday , August 24 at 10:15 a.m.

Senior Services Assoc. is hosting a powerful presentation
created by Deborah Grassman, Director of Hospice Services
at Bay Pines VA Medical Center.  It is primarily about Post
Traumatic Stress Syndrome and
the healing of psychological
wounds in order to achieve
peace.  No reservations necessary.

This powerful presentation will be
delivered by VITAS Veteran
Liaison, Andy Balafas, a former
infantry officer and graduate of the
United States Military Academy at
West Point, NY. He is a member of
AMVETS Post 503, American
Legion Post 342 and the local
chapter of the Association of
Former Intelligence Officers.

HEALTH SCREENINGS & LUNCHEON
Wednesday , August 10 at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday , October 12 at 9:30 a.m.

Senior Services Associates of McHenry invites local
seniors to a Health Screening. The nursing
staff from Converge Home Health Care will
be at the Senior Center conducting free
health testing on two separate days.

Blood glucose monitoring and blood
pressure checks, will be from 9:30 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. on the dates above in August
and in October.  The health screenings are
free and no appointments are necessary.

A free lunch sponsored by Converge Home
Health Care will be served at 11:45 a.m.
followed by bingo and prizes. Reservations
are required for lunch and bingo.
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SENIOR SCHOOL DAYS SPELLING BEE
Friday , September 2 at 10 a.m.

There was a positive buzz about last year’s untraditional
Spelling Bee and now it is back by
popular demand!  Can you remember
the days when learning how to spell a
new word made you so proud?  Now
is your chance to reminisce a little plus
have a good time with words…this
spelling bee will take an informal
approach to the traditional ‘bee’ rules.

This Bee will test your knowledge on
not just the proper spelling of words,
but adds a twist of fun into the contest.
Your memory will be put to the test
with mini word trivia, spelling rules,
and synonym’s & antonym’s play on
words.  This game will be fun for all—spectators included!

Everyone is invited and all are welcome to participate in
this awesome activity with prizes.  Call to register.

F.I.S.H. FUNDRAISER—PINOCHLE TOURNMENT
Tuesday , September 20 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at McHenry T ownship Hall - Register by September 13

Pinochle (sometimes pinocle, or penuchle)
is a trick-taking game typically for two to
four players and played with a 48-card deck.

Derived from the card game bezique,
players score points by trick-taking and by
forming combinations of cards into melds
(a matching set by suit or by rank). It is thus
considered part of a “trick-and-meld”
category of card games.  Each hand is played
in three phases: bidding, melds, and tricks.

This tournament will be double elimination.
Tables will be randomly assigned.  Winners

will be awarded Gift Baskets!  There is a suggested donation
of $8.00 to enter the competition.  All donations go to F.I.S.H.
Food Pantry.

MONTHLY COOKING DEMONSTRATIONS
The 2nd Thursday every month at 1:00 p.m.

Pam Patterson, Family Nutrition Program
instructor, University of Illinois Extension, presents
food preparation ideas and nutritional facts.

Classes are free; registration is required

July 14:  It’s Nuts for your Health

August 1 1: Fresh produce from the garden

September 8:   Wash Those Germs Away

October 13: Nutrition Label Reading

SENIOR CENTER MOVIE MATINEE
No admission charge and free popcorn!
Movies st art at 12:30 p.m.

COMING  ATTRACTIONS
n  Thursday , July 7:  A Marine Story

n  Thursday , July 28:  Definitely, Maybe

n  Thursday , August 4:  2001 Space Odyssey

n  Thursday , August 25:  The King’s Speech

n  Friday , September 2:  Green Zone

n  Thursday , September 22:   Crazy Heart

n  Thursday , October 6:   Play the Game

n  Thursday , October 27:  Cutting Edge: Fire and Ice

AREA SENIOR CLUB’S ‘OPEN GAME’  AFTERNOON

McHenry Senior Citizens Club
(www.mchenryseniors.com)  meets
the 2nd Monday every month at 12:30
p.m. at McHenry Township Hall, 3703
N. Richmond Road.  The club’s
monthly meetings offer informative
programming or entertainment.  Dues
are $10 per calendar year. 

The group offers monthly Lunch
Bunch outings and dinners, bi-
monthly theater plays, coach day trips,
an annual picnic, and an annual
holiday party.  The schedule of
upcoming theatrical plays will be
announced in late July for the 2011-
2012 Theater Season.

The Club is
announcing an Open Game
Afternoon which will be the 3rd

Monday each month from 12:30
to 3:00 p.m. at McHenry Township
Senior Center.  Participants can
play any game of their choice.
The Club welcomes non-
members to join them and meet its
members. For more information
call Judy at 847-587-5149.
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LUCKY BUCKS —LET’S GET FOXY!!!
Senior Services Associates Annual Fundraiser Party
Thursday , September 15 at 1 1:30 a.m.

The Staff at Senior Services
Associates of McHenry invites
you to celebrate at their Annual
Lucky Bucks Luncheon Fund-
raiser, at McHenry Township
Hall, 3703 N Richmond Road.

A Beef Bourguignon Luncheon
will be catered by the Salvation
Army Golden Diners. Then get
ready for the great entertain-

ment of Heart Of The Fox, a.k.a. H.O.T. Fox, an acoustic
folk funk rock band from McHenry. Mykel Heidemann and
Rachel Woodall have been spreading their infectious
energy sound to the Chicagoland area featuring uniquely
fresh vocals and spontaneous ukulele solos!

The highlight of the afternoon is the cash raffle drawing
with a grand prize of $700.00 and three prizes of $100.00.
Don’t miss out on this exciting event.

The cost is $9.00 and advanced reservations are needed,
as seating is limited.  Registration begins August 15.

Proceeds benefit Senior Services Assoc.,  a non-profit agency
dedicated to improving the quality of life for area seniors.

SALVATION ARMY GOLDEN DINERS

The Golden Diners Senior Nutrition Program at McHenry
Township Senior Center is open to all seniors 60 years of
age and older with no income requirements. The program
offers a choice of services:

  •  Home Delivered Meal Program  provides home-bound
seniors with hot nutritious meals which are delivered by
Salvation Army employees and volunteers. The meal
delivery also provides a vital “well-being check” to assure
that all is well in the life of the home-bound. Call Senior
Services Assoc. at 815-344-3555 to apply for this program.

  •  Deli-style Dining  at McHenry Township Senior Center
provides seniors a nutritious meal and the opportunity to
socialize with other seniors. The Deli service offers an entree,
hot soup, salad bar, milk and dessert.

OPEN
weekdays

from 1 1:30 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m.

Donations
are welcome .

For reservations
and information call
Site Manager, Mary Ann at 815-385-8260.

Salvation Army Golden Diners Nutrition Program relies
heavily on local volunteers to make this program possible.
Volunteers help prepare and serve meals and are
instrumental in the delivery service to the homebound.

If you would like to volunteer your services or need more
information about the programs, please call Golden Diners
Administration Offices at 630-232-6676. 

THINK WELL, FEEL WELL
Wednesday , September 21 at 10:00 a.m.

A dynamic presentation on feeling good, designed for older
adults, by a group of licensed
mental health professionals.
Think Well, Feel Well topics
include keeping your brain
healthy, how to recognize signs
and symptoms of depression,
anxiety & dementia — and how
to talk to your doctors about your
emotional and mental health
concerns. 

Learn how your thoughts and
feelings affect your health—what to expect as you age—
and how to talk to your physician. McHenry County mental
health professionals who designed this dynamic presentation
are members of the MAPP (mobilizing for action through
planning and partnerships) workgroup whose goal is to
provide educational programs on the availability and
importance of mental health screenings.  Call to register. 

CENTURY OF MUSIC from the 1890s to the 1990s
Friday , September 23 at 12:30 p.m.

Wayne Heiser has the ultimate jukebox with thousands
of music selections at his finger tips and available to listen
to in a matter of seconds.  You name the tune and he
can instantly share his recorded music as if by magic!

Wayne, who is a regular participant at McHenry Township
Senior Center, has a repertoire of all types of music dating
from the 1890s to the 1990s and even beyond.  Wayne’s
personalized free musical presentation will be on tap for
your listening pleasure.  Enjoy an afternoon with friends
and attend A Century of Music Fest.
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ANNUAL  OKTOBERFEST CELEBRA TION
Friday , October 7 at 1 1:30 a.m.

McHenry Township invites you to celebrate
autumn at the annual Oktoberfest held at
McHenry Township Hall, 3703 N. Richmond
Road.  Munich right here in Johnsburg!

The festivities begin with a Bavarian-style
luncheon featuring brats, sauerkraut and
broiled chicken. Then get ready for the
invigorating sounds of Jerry May and the
Happy Wanderers!  Sing-a-long; display
your polka skills; or just clap your hands
and tap your toes to some great traditional
German folk music.

Tickets are $15.00 which includes luncheon buffet, drinks and entertainment.
Reservations for an oom-pah-pah good time begin on September 7.

HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY
Monday , October 31 at 1 1:30 a.m.

You’re invited to McHenry Township Senior Center’s annual
spook-tacular Senior Halloween Masquerade Party.

Competition for prizes for the
best costumes will be in three
categories: Most Creative,
Funniest and Scariest.

A Baked Lasagna Luncheon will
be served by the Salvation
Army Golden Diners. After
lunch, play Trick-Or-Treat Bingo
and when you shout “trick-or-
treat” (instead of “Bingo”), you win one of the great prizes!

Tickets are $7 which includes luncheon and lots of great
prizes!  Registration begins September 20.  (only 90 seats)

ROLE PLAYING SKITS DEMONSTRATING:
CONTINUUM OF CARE & A FINANCIAL  HEADS UP
Wednesday , October 5 at 10:30 a.m.

The McHenry Area Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to
providing support to the growth and development of the

business community and to continually
improve the quality of life for those
who live and work in the McHenry
area. The McHenry Chamber MC4
‘Synergy Connection’ is back at the
McHenry Township Senior Center for
another all-star cast performance.

Synergy Group MC4 is comprised of
professionals who specifically serve

older adults and they will act out brief skits. Don’t miss the
show in which health care professionals role play and
demonstrate how each of them can help you live a more
comfortable life.  Call for information and reservations.

Golden Diners Salad Bar

McHenry Township Senior Center
3703 N. Richmond Road

To register for activities on
the Senior Center p ages

call Amy Zavala
Senior Center Activities Director

815-344-3555
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Created in 2007, the Rabine Group Foundation is a non-
profit organization dedicated to assisting local and national
charities in their philanthropy efforts.  The Rabine Group
is composed of a group of companies owned by Gary and
Cheryl Rabine operating in the Northern Illinois, Southern
Wisconsin and Chicagoland regions which invests time,
talent and money needed to enrich the lives
of children and the elderly, and to support
medical research on a local and national level.

In 2009 The Rabine Group Foundation
teamed up with Senior Services Associates,
Inc. of McHenry and their fall prevention
program.  Rabine Foundation Board member,
Ali Johnson, a physical therapist with 15
years of experience working with older
adults, has volunteered her time with fall
education, prevention, and balance checks. Additionally
the Rabine Foundation purchased a Nintendo Wii Balance
Board; chaperones some of their day trips; and supports
Senior Services Annual Fashion Show Fundraiser.  

The Water Aerobics Class, held at Kensington Manor in
Richmond received Rabine Group Foundation funding to

support the two classes. (Kensington Manor has also been
a great supporter since the conception of the water
program.)  The money will be used to add depth and
enhance the workout dimensions of the classes.  Water
weights and noodles will be purchased and provided for
everyone that attends the two classes.

On May 5th,  McHenry
Township Activity Direc-
tor, Amy Zavala gave an
interview for a documen-
tary depicting the many
organizations the Rabine
Group Foundation help.
Aerobics and Fitness
Association of America
(AAFA) instructor, Tara

Calabrese and 4 students from our Water Aerobics Class
gave testimonials about how beneficial the Aqua Aerobics
exercises are to them.  

All the students in our water aerobics classes are excited
and grateful about the Rabine Group Foundation donation.
Senior Services and McHenry Township seniors thank you!

CRAFTY “HAPPY” HOOKERS NEED YARN FOR THEIR LIMITLESS PROJECTS

Thursday mornings at McHenry Township Senior Center between 9 and 11 a.m., about 37
knitters and crocheters come together to share and compare ideas, socialize, and hook the
creations which they donate  to our community and to our military.

They provide snuggly baby sweaters, hats, booties and blankets for 1st Way Life Center and
lovable Teddy Bears for Rescue Squads and
the Police Departments in three area towns.

With donations of shawls, lap blankets, and
much more, these enterprising ladies make the holidays a year round
happening for area senior homes like Alden Terrace and Fox Point.

The Crafty Hookers produce skull caps, neck scarves and cotton wash
cloths for our military overseas.  They donate lap covers, slippers and
ditty bags for our local VA hospitals, Walter Reed
and the 101st Airborne in Tennessee.

Each item they create has a part of the group’s
warm spirit and generous hearts knitted or crocheted into it. Interested in joining? Whether you
are a novice or a pro, everyone is welcome to ‘just stop in’ on a Thursday morning and join the fun!

These are but a few of the reasons these altruistic ladies need more yarn.  Donated worsted
weight or cotton yarn is always welcome.  Better yet are dollar contributions for them to purchase
their needed materials, and as you read on page 5, each morgue cart cover they make is made
out of 9 lbs. of yarn.  For information call Evon at McHenry Township Senior Center at 815-344-3555.

THE RABINE GROUP FOUNDATION GIVES ITS SUPPORT TO SENIOR SERVICES’ ACTIVITIES



McHenry T ownship
Assessor Carol Perschke

Monday thru Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

815-385-0175
fax 815-385-5671

McHenry Township — 815-385-5605 — www.mchenrytownship.com

16ASSESSOR’S CORNER

assessor@mchenrytownship.com

2011 ASSESSMENTS / REVALUATION –
VALUE AS OF JANUAR Y 1, 2011:

2011 is a general reassessment year (quadrennial).  We
are busy both outside and at our computers revaluing
areas as needed.  Short sales and foreclosures are
considered but greater value weight is given to arms-
length sales.  Don’t be surprised to see the township
vehicle in your neighborhood while we are out gathering
statistics and taking updated property photos.

Check out the assessment web page now and again
for updated information.  If you have questions about
assessment appeals, exemptions and other related
items check tabs in the left margin.  Read the directions
for how to do property searches either by specific PIN,
specific address or wildcard (*) searches by house
number or street name.  Don’t look for 2011 assessed
values until we have submitted the new values to the
county (August) and we know the final equalization value.

If you purchased a home through foreclosure or short
sale and there are building damages please contact
our office as soon as possible.  Some buildings are in
good condition and some are left in horrible shape due
to neglect and inflicted damages.  If you have purchased
a property ‘as is’ it’s best to take photographs and make
a detailed list of the repairs needed.  Keep the significant
receipts in an envelope.  Provide that to our office early
on and please, let us do a site visit to document things
you may have missed.

In past years we’ve spent significant time in the summer
working on individual appraisals/ information submitted.
This year, due to the significant amount of planned
revaluation, we welcome your information during the
year and will use it as part of the overall revaluation but
won’t adjust individual properties until we complete the
reassessment for the entire neighborhood.  So rather
than give you an answer during the summer, we’ll advise
you to watch for your assessment notice that comes
out in the fall.  That will allow us time to complete the
2011 work on time, making assessments fair for everyone.

Our 2011 assessment values are due to the county in
August.  Watch for your 2011 assessment notice, mailed
by the county, after our values have been accepted.
Don’t forget that the assessment notice is a full page
with lots more meaningful information than the old
postcard version.  The publication date begins the legal
30-day assessment appeal period.

PIN COMBINATIONS FOR LAKEMOOR LOTS:

Most of the lot sizes in Lakemoor are 25 ft x 100 ft
(2,500 sq ft).  Minimum site sizes for construction are
5,000 sq ft, requiring two lots.

I’m encouraging multiple lot owners to combine PINs
to include any lots involved that support the home or
business.  There is no point in receiving multiple
assessment notices or tax bills for multiple lots if the
lots could not be sold individually.  If the home uses
multiple lots for septic, garage, etc. they should be
considered for PIN combination.

PINs cannot be combined if the recorded deed names
differ between lots, even down to a middle initial or
Jr/Sr designation.  PINs cannot be combined if they
cross into different blocks.

The PIN combination form can be downloaded from
the county website.  The link to the form is listed here:
h t t p : / / w w w . c o . m c h e n r y . i l . u s / d e p a r t m e n t s /
assessments/PDFDocs/ComboForm.pdf.

2010 TAX BILL  INFORMATION:

Ö By the time you read this you will have already
received your 2010 real estate tax bill.  Remember,
the tax bill is issued 18 months past the legal
valuation date, in this case – January 1, 2010.

Ö Make sure to:
1.  Check the lower right corner of the tax bill to

verify you got the legally eligible exemptions.
2. Compare tax rates from 2009 to 2010.  Review

the actual amounts, line-by-line where the tax
amounts are distributed to.

3. Direct any questions or complaints regarding any
of those line items directly to that unit of
government.
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LEARN MORE ABOUT EXEMPTIONS

The next time you are at McHenry Township office, pick up
our pamphlet “A Taxpayers Guide to Property Tax Relief
2011”.

The pamphlet lists the State of
Illinois programs designed to
provide tax relief to qualified
homeowners.

Eligibility requirements vary
widely among the programs
and qualifications may change
every year.

The Township Assessor ’s
office staff will be happy to
provide additional information
and we encourage you to
contact us if you have any
questions at:

  815-385-0175 or
assessor@mchenrytownship.com

You may also download this
pamphlet from the Assessor
page of our website.

THE ASSESSOR ON-LINE

Our website was designed and created as a digital, user
friendly convenience for residents to obtain information
about the Township and its community.

Visit www.mchenrytownship.com Assessor pages. The
on-line Property Search is for McHenry Township parcels
ONLY and gives you access to assessment information
for PINs beginning with 09 or 10.

When searching, follow the easy step-by-step directions.
You can look for itemized property details with either a
PIN number or an address.

If you require assistance navigating the Property Search,
direct your support questions to me by e-mailing me at
assessor@mchenrytownship.com.

Note that on the Assessor page, we added a link to search
for property with McHenry County’s GIS mapping system
and a link to McHenry County to view tax bills using either
the Parcel Number, Owner’s Name or Property Address.

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A HOME?

If you are thinking of purchasing a home, now is a good
time because of the many opportunities out there.  However,
don’t by a home based on the amount of a tax bill thinking
your bill will be the same.

If you have found a place you want to buy and want
information about potential tax bills do the following:

 1. Find out the most recent assessment.  McHenry
Township lists the most recent assessments certified by
the Board of Review on our website.  Assessments that
are being reviewed are not posted on the website until
implemented; in this case, 2011 values.

 2.  Determine what owner-occupied exemptions are on
the property with the current owner.  Find out if those
exemptions follow to the new owner.

 3.  Exemptions that reduce a tax bill are for owner-occupied
as a primary residence only.  The property must be owner-
occupied as of January 1st of the tax year.  If you are buying
a property that has been vacant exemptions may have
already been removed.  Find out which could apply to you
in the future.

 4.  If you are buying a home from a senior citizen, the tax
bill amount may be significantly less because of the
exemptions available for qualifying seniors.  Senior citizens
that have qualified for the Senior Citizen Assessment
Freeze from when it was approved in the early 1990’s have
a significant assessment amount as an exemption.  This
does not pass onto a new owner.  The loss of that exemption
can be very significant on a tax bill.

 5.  Find out the most recent tax rate for that specific
property.  Have there been any approved referendum tax
increases or SSA’s approved for that area?  What is the
cost of these items?

The last thing you want to do is purchase
a home and then find out that the real
estate tax bill is much higher than you
thought it would be.  While the assessment
office is not responsible for the actual tax
bill amount, we are responsible for the
assessed value and we assist owners with exemptions they
qualify for.  I have seen too many times the agony on an
owner’s face when they bought a home thinking their future
tax bill will be similar to prior ones but because of
exemptions from prior owners that the new owner doesn’t
get they are under extreme financial pressure.
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ROAD DISTRICT NEWS

Leon H. VanEvery
Highway Commissioner

McHenry Township
ROAD DISTRICT

Monday thru Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

 815-385-3076
fax 815-385-5874

ROAD PAVING PROGRAM 2011

Peter Baker has been awarded this year’s paving
program.  The program consists of the second half of
Wonderview subdivision, approximately one mile of
Ringwood Road (from Spring Grove Road to Windy
Prairie Acres, where we stopped last year), and Windy
Prairie Acres subdivision, Broadway Road, Fox Lake
Road, Deerpath Drive and Rand Road.

This past winter I was approached by the Village of
Johnsburg to see if we might combine our paving
programs to obtain a better overall price.  The Village
would pay for their share of the project and the Township
would pay theirs.  By doing a cooperative bid, the Village,
according to Tim Hartnett, Village engineer from HR
Green Company, saved approximately 15-16 % over last
year’s pricing.  The Township also realized some savings.

McHenry Township Road District has a long history of
intergovernmental cooperation with municipal, county
and state agencies.  The township and the municipalities
work together for better pricing on salt and paving,
training seminars on flagging, snow and ice best
management practices and sharing costly equipment
that is used seasonally.  By sharing resources, units of
local government better serve their residents and more
efficiently utilize taxpayer’s dollars.

In preparation of paving on our roads, we will be trimming
trees and checking sight distances.  We will also be
checking culverts and replacing those that are in poor
condition.  We will also be checking drainage and
improving what we can.

CULVERTS

With the warmer weather finally here, you may be
considering resurfacing your driveway.  It only takes a phone
call and we will come out and evaluate your driveway
culvert.  It doesn’t make any sense to put new pavement
over a rusted out culvert.

If you live on a road maintained by McHenry Township Road
District, we will check your culvert to see if it needs
replacing.  If it does need to be replaced, we will furnish a
new culvert of equal size at no charge.

FOLLOW ROAD WORK TRAFFIC REGULA TIONS

Warm weather means it is time to repair roads.  Road Work
signs are posted far enough ahead to give you time to adjust
your speed for any unusual conditions.

When you see these signs, workers will be working close
to your traffic lane.  Follow the signs and adjust your speed,
be alert and keep a safe distance between your vehicle
and all traffic barriers.

The minimum fine for speeding in a construction zone when
workers are present is $375 for the first offense and $1,000
for a second or subsequent offense.

Use caution when approaching a flag person.  Slow down
and be prepared to obey the signals of the flag person.
Drivers must stop if signaled to do so. Be alert and remain
stopped until signaled to proceed.  When directed to
proceed, drive slowly, and be prepared to stop.

In addition to road repair and maintenance, tree trimming
is a year-round Road District project when drivers must be
alert and adjust their speed. The Road District trims trees
on the right-of-way and removes any dead trees that are
wholly on the right-of-way.  Trees that overhang the road
do damage to the asphalt and need to be trimmed.

MOWING TOWNSHIP ROAD EASEMENTS

Roadsides are mowed an average of three times a year.
With almost 100 miles of road, this is time consuming.  It
takes about three passes on each side of the road.

NEVER BURN YARD DEBRIS ON ROADS

While doing your yard spring cleaning, do not burn leaves
or other yard waste on the road.  Fire will weaken the
blacktop and eventually cause a pot hole.  Burning on the
road is a public safety issue and is against the law. Please
do not burn on any road and be sure to follow the McHenry
County Open Burning Ordinance.

roaddistrict@mchenrytownship.com
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ROAD DISTRICT NEWS

This year’s Touch-A-Truck is the 6th Annual Touch-A-Truck.
We are working on expanding our event to be bigger and better
than in the past.  Some of our exhibitors have been with us
from the very first Touch-A-Truck and every year we add new
participants.  Without these exhibitors and participants, we could
not give you such a great event. Thank you one and all.

Touch-A-Truck puts kids in the driver’s seat! It is a great opportunity to spend quality time with your children sharing a
fun-filled family day. Inspect the equipment and meet the men and women who operate the big rigs.

At this event, children touch, honk, and climb aboard a vast array
of specialized vehicles and public
safety equipment that are on
display. Meet a fireman and get
behind the wheel of a fire truck;
meet the sheriff’s deputies and
examine their equipment; meet a
farmer and climb aboard his
agricultural equipment.

Be in the driver’s seat on heavy equipment, trucks, tractors, tow trucks, snow plows and even a school bus. See interesting
displays of antique equipment, race vehicles, Clarke’s helicopter and the Historical Society’s “the James” mobile museum.

Bring your children or come just to watch the faces of enthusiastic youngsters as they
touch and explore the equipment. Walk around our beautiful McHenry Township Park
and enjoy the displays.

This is a “no charge” family
event!   Refreshments will be
available at the McHenry
Lions Club Weenie Wagon.

TOUCH - A -TRUCK
Saturday, September 17
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
McHenry Township Park

— no admission charge —

If you have a truck or piece of equipment and would like
to participate in Touch-A -Truck 2011 call 815-385-3076.
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RECYCLING PROGRAM

Our recycling season began Saturday, April 16 and will be
available from 8:00 am to 12:00 noon on the following
Saturdays:

2011  RECYCLING DATES
July 16    August 20   October 15   November 19

no recycling in September

We mulch brush, branches and twigs; however, we do not
accept grass clippings or leaves and
rubbish. The Road District dumps these
wood chips and others generated
throughout the summer in the southeast
corner of the McHenry Township
Recreation Center parking lot at 3519
N. Richmond Road. The woodchips are
available at no charge to township
residents, no commercial enterprises.

We also accept household batteries and automotive
batteries. If you have eyeglasses or hearing aids that you
would like to drop off, we will accept these items on behalf
of the McHenry Lions Club.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE

Leftover household products that contain corrosive,
toxic, ignitable, or reactive ingredients are considered
to be “household hazardous waste”.

Don’t know how to dispose of your hazardous
household wastes such as:

Ö     automotive products, such as gasoline, oil and
       antifreeze

Ö     oil-based paints and thinners

Ö     pool chemicals

Ö     fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, and other
       garden products

Ö     household cleaning products including oven
        cleaning products, drain cleaners, ammonia,
        and chlorine bleach

Call the Road District at 815-385-3076, and we will
try to point you in the right direction.

The Import ance of E-Scrap Recycling:

According to the Environmental Protection Agency, the
United States generates more e-scrap than any other nation
in the world.  More than 4.6 million tons of it entered the
U.S. landfills in 2000, and that amount increases every year.
Diverting electronic scrap which contains toxic chemicals
and heavy metals from our landfills protects the environment
and public health.

McHenry Township Road District recognized a need in our
community for a collection program for obsolete electronic

products. McHenry Township residents can
drop off their old equipment, functioning or
not, at our Recycling Center.

We will then palletize the electronic discards
for shipment to an end market, where they
will be refurbished, demanufactured or
electronic scrap recycled. Participants in this
program are required to sign a release form
that the computer is deleted of personal

data. Discarded electronics will be accepted at no charge
except there is a $10 charge for each monitor. No televisions
will be accepted. Local governments, schools, businesses
and nonprofit organizations, call to set up an appointment
for us to accept your electronic scrap.

As you read in our newsletter last
year, funding for paint recycling has
been cut by the Illinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency. If funding
is restored in the future, we will
restart the latex paint recycling
program.

Please do not be offended if asked
for identification with your address.
This program is funded by McHenry
Township residents and is for our
residents only; no out of state residents, no residents from
other townships, no commercial enterprises. If the staff on
duty, for whatever reason, feels that the person requesting
recycling is a contractor or lives out of the area, the person
in question will be turned away.
SAND BAGS AVAILABLE FOR FLOOD CONTROL

McHenry County Emergency Services has provided the
Road District with sand bags for pickup by residents when
needed.  Bags will be available Monday through Friday from
7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  With one day advance notice, we
will provide sand donated by Meyer Material in McHenry.
Call the Road District office at 815-385-3076.

Recycling Center
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By practicing healthy household habits, homeowners can
keep common pollutants like pesticides, pet waste, grass
clippings, and automotive fluids off the ground and out of
stormwater. Adopt these healthy household habits and help
protect lakes, streams, rivers, wetlands, and coastal waters.
Remember to share the habits with your neighbors!

Healthy Household Habits for Clean W ater:
Vehicle and Garage
 —  Use a commercial car wash or wash your car on a lawn
or other unpaved surface to minimize the amount of dirty,
soapy water flowing into the storm drain and eventually into
your local water body.
 —  Check your car, boat, motorcycle, and other machinery
and equipment for leaks and spills. Make repairs as soon
as possible. Clean up spilled fluids with an absorbent
material like kitty litter or sand, and don’t rinse the spills
into a nearby storm drain. Remember to properly dispose
of the absorbent material.
 —  Recycle used oil and other automotive fluids at
participating service stations. Don’t dump these chemicals
down the storm drain or dispose of them in your trash.

Lawn and Garden
 —  Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly. When use
is necessary, use these chemicals in the recommended
amounts. Avoid application if the forecast calls for rain;
otherwise, chemicals will be washed into your local stream.
 —  Select native plants and grasses that are drought and
pest-resistant. Native plants require less water, fertilizer,
and pesticides.
 —  Sweep up yard debris, rather than hosing down areas.
Compost or recycle yard waste when possible.
 —  Don’t over water your lawn. Water during the cool times
of the day, and don’t let water runoff into the storm drain.
 —  Cover piles of dirt and mulch being used in landscaping
projects to prevent these pollutants from blowing or washing
off your yard and into local water bodies. Vegetate bare
spots in your yard to prevent soil erosion.

Home Repair and Improvement
 —  Before beginning an outdoor project, locate the nearest

storm drains; protect them from debris and other materials.
 —  Sweep up and properly dispose of construction debris
such as concrete and mortar.
 —  Use hazardous substances like paints, solvents, and
cleaners in the smallest amounts possible, and follow the
directions on the label. Clean up spills immediately, and
dispose of the waste safely. Store substances properly to
avoid leaks and spills.
 —  Purchase and use nontoxic, biodegradable, recycled,
and recyclable products whenever possible.
 —  Clean paint brushes in a sink, not outdoors. Filter and
reuse paint thinner when using oil-based paints. Properly
dispose of excess paints through a household hazardous
waste collection program, or donate unused paint to local
organizations.
 —  Reduce the amount of paved area and increase the
amount of vegetated area in your yard. Use native plants in
your landscaping to reduce the need for watering during
dry periods. Consider directing downspouts away from
paved surfaces onto lawns and other measures to increase
infiltration and reduce polluted runoff.

Pet Care
 —  When walking your pet, remember to pick up pet waste
and dispose of it properly. Flushing is the best disposal method.
Leaving pet waste on the ground increases public health
risks by allowing harmful bacteria and nutrients to wash
into the storm drain and eventually into local water bodies.

Swimming Pool and S pa
 —  Drain your swimming pool only when a test kit does not
detect chlorine levels.
 — Whenever possible, drain your pool or spa into the
sanitary sewer system.
 —  Properly store pool and spa chemicals to prevent leaks
and spills, preferably in a covered area to avoid exposure
to stormwater.

Septic System Use and Maintenance
 —  Have your septic system inspected by a professional
at least every 3 years, and have the septic tank pumped as
necessary (usually every 3 to 5 years).
 —  Care for the septic system drain field by not driving or
parking vehicles on it. Plant only grass over and near the
drain field to avoid damage from roots.
 —  Flush responsibly. Flushing household chemicals like
paint, pesticides, oil, and antifreeze can destroy the
biological treatment taking place in the system. Other items,
such as diapers, paper towels, and cat litter, can clog the
septic system and potentially damage components.

As stormwater flows over driveways, lawns, and side-walks,
it picks up debris, chemicals, dirt, and other pollutants.
Stormwater can flow into a storm sewer system or directly
to a lake, stream, river, wetland, or coastal water. Anything
that enters a storm sewer system is discharged untreated
into the water bodies we use for swimming, fishing, and
providing drinking water. Polluted runoff is the nation’s
greatest threat to clean water.

NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINA TION SYSTEM PROGRAM PROTECTING OUR NATION’S



McHenry Township
3703 N. Richmond Road

Johnsburg, IL 60051

Monday thru Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

SUPERVISOR
Donna A. Schaefer

ASSESSOR
Carol Perschke, CIAO/I

HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER
Leon H. Van Every

TOWN CLERK
Bruce Novak

TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES   
Craig Adams
Jim Condon

Kathy  Kuchta
Marsha Nelson

LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

PRESRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 32
McHenry, IL

60050

McHenry Township — 815-385-5605 — www.mchenrytownship.com

Wild Kingdom’s creepy-crawly and furry friends include an alligator, python, kinkajou,
ring tail lemur and a other exotic animals.  Photo opportunities with some of the
animals will take place directly after the presentation.

The opportunity to meet these animals up close has been made available through
your local Mutual of Omaha representative Ronald Newman.

Mutual of Omaha has had a long-standing commitment to conservation that ties
back to the original Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom that premiered on network
television nearly 50 years ago. There is no admission charge.

A FUN AND INTERACTIVE WILDLIFE PRESENT ATION IN OUR PARK!

Mutual of Omaha’ s Wild Kingdom

From 11 a.m. to noon:    Photos with the animals! Ron
Newman has hired a photographer to take photos and photo
cards will be handed out with the address.

in McHenry T ownship Park
Friday , June 24

Show T ime: 10:00 to 1 1:00 a.m.

Enjoy an unforgettable Wild Kingdom
encounter – and a great photo opportunity!


