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Students in Transition Learn Independent Living Skills

McHenry Township’s Whispering Hills
Community Center has become the
location of activity for Johnsburg
Community School District 12’s newest
program, Future Life Learning Years
Together (FLLYT).  This program is
designed to assist in developing basic life
skills needed in the transition of students
with special needs into independent
adulthood.

The goal of FLLYT is to support each child
and address their individual needs by
providing additional instruction and support
to students in order for them to become
productive citizens.

“This has been a great
collaborative effort between
Johnsburg School District
and McHenry Township
developing a program to
meet the needs of young
adults as they successfully
transition into adulthood.
Everyone has put in many
hours of planning and
preparation over the past
year to make FLLYT a
reality” stated Richard
Schisler, Director of Student
Services.  “The Township
has been enthusiastic and

cooperative from the very beginning.”

The newly implemented program is utilizing the Whispering
Hills Community Center as classroom and home base.  The
FLLYT program focuses on the development of practical
living skills, functional communication, community
integration, vocational preparation, and the development and

utilization of community
resources.

Young adults, ages 18
through 21, are served by
this program.  Curriculum
includes training in the area
of daily living skills, home
safety, recreation, self-
advocacy, and economic
self-sufficiency.

The Transition team con-
sists of special educator
Judy Pieper, trainer Cheryl
Daniel, social worker Nancy

Fodor, and transition coordinator Tom Weaver.  The
Special Education District of McHenry County (SEDOM),
Education to Careers Program Director, Sharon Slover,
continues to offer technical advice and consultation to the
Johnsburg 12 Transition Team.

McHenry Township is excited to facilitate the Johnsburg
School District’s new transition program.  Whispering Hills
Community Center is rarely occupied weekdays during
the school year and it is now utilized to its fullest potential.

The township is proud to contribute community support
to a program which provides a unique educational
experience to people with special needs. This program
furnishes the tools for the participants to become
independent and effective members of our community.

Johnsburg School District 12 & McHenry Township have partnered to launch a new program!
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The Blue Star Banner Program is all about remembering
our local men and women who are currently serving in the
military. Although many are familiar with the Blue Star
program, many may not know that the history of the “Blue
Star” symbol began around 400 BC when Alexander the
Great made use of it as a sign of great heroism.

The Blue Star Program dates back to a tradition that began
in World War I and carried on through World War II. The
Blue Star Flag first appeared in 1917 and quickly became
the unofficial symbol of a child in military service. A Blue
Star Flag hung in the windows of homes gained widespread
use during World War II, when nearly every U.S. home or
organization displayed the banner to honor those who
served. Each blue star on the flag indicates a family
member in military service.

At its monthly board meeting on August 11, 2011, McHenry
Township Board of Trustees voted to launch a township-
wide Blue Star Banner Program
in order to give its residents the
opportunity to show their
support to the family members
of those serving in the U.S.
Armed Forces. 

The qualified recipients (author-
ized family member) will be
invited to attend a Township
Board Meeting where they will be presented with the Blue

TOWNSHIP  LAUNCHES  ‘BLUE  STAR BANNER’ PROGRAM

RULES OF THE ROAD REVIEW
Wednesday , November 2 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday , March 7 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

To prepare for your Illinois driver’s
license renewal examination, attend the
Rules of the Road Review Course
offered by the Illinois Office of the
Secretary of State.

The class updates drivers on the current rules of the road
and prepares them for the general writing and road sign
examination.  Learn what is expected for your actual road
test and take a practice written exam.

The course is held at McHenry Township Hall, 3703 N.
Richmond Road.  There is no charge for the class. No
reservations are required.

VOTER REGISTRATION

Only registered electors may vote in an Election, as
provided by the Permanent Registration of Electors Law
of Illinois.  Register to vote, name change and change of
address forms are available at McHenry Township office.

Voter Registration is open all year round except:

 •  During the 27-day period just prior to an election
 •  During the 2 days after such election

You must bring in 2 forms of identification with your current
address and a picture ID (driver’s license, state ID).  Voter
registration at McHenry Township is available during
regular office hours.

For any questions regarding voter registration contact the
County Clerk’s Office at 815-334-4242.

WHICH SALUTES OUR COMMUNITY  MEMBERS IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY
Star Banner and a special Resolution in their honor. 

Authorized family members include
the wife, husband, mother, father,
stepmother or father, parent through
adoption, foster parents who stand or
stood loco parentis, children through
adoption, brother, sister and half
brother/sister of a member of the
Armed Forces of the United States.

To be eligible to receive a Blue Star Flag, the serviceman or
servicewoman must be currently deployed and the qualified
family member must currently reside in McHenry Township.

If you are a member of a military family residing in McHenry
Township, please download an application from our website
at www.mchenrytownship.com/Blue_Star_Banner.htm and
e-mail, fax or post the form to the Township.  Any questions

please call 815-385-5605.

McHenry Township has partnered with
McHenry’s Beta Sigma Phi Zeta Theta who
has joined in supporting this program.  We
recognize the flags as a symbol of unity that
our community has in supporting our brave
men and women who altruistically leave their
homes and families to serve their country
and community with honor and distinction.

Through this program we wish to thank them.
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McHenry Township
Donna A. Schaefer, Supervisor

Monday thru Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

815-385-5605
fax 815-385-5671

supervisor@mchenrytownship.com

McHenry Township Board of Trustees meetings are held
the second Thursday every month at 7:00 p.m.

Rotary Club of McHenry fundraiser

HOLD’EM POKER T OURNAMENT
at the McHenry Moose Family Center
3535 N. Richmond Road in Johnsburg

Friday, November 18, 2011
Sign-in begins: 6:00 p.m. Registration ends: 6:45 p.m.

First hand begins at 7:00 p.m.

RAFFLE for 10,000 IN CHIPS (for use in this tournament)

50/50 RAFFLE and SIDE GAMES after elimination
Food & drinks available for purchase

No refunds – this is for charity.
Must be 18 years and older.

TOURNAMENT QUESTIONS: Call 815-331-6428

WALK-IN REGISTRATION:

McHenry Savings Bank, 353 Bank Drive, McHenry

RUN YOUR LIFE MOTIVATES GOOD HEALTH!

Run Your Life is a 501(c)3 non-profit health and wellness
organization providing opportunities of health, fitness and
overall well being for children and adults in our community.

How do they do this?  Run Your Life offers year-round
programming with kids clubs, adult clubs, events and
workshops to help make it easy to be in charge of your life.
Join us—it will change your life forever.

For adults, Run Your Life offers running and walking clubs
plus volunteer positions for adults, high school teens and
middle school students.  The adult running and walking clubs
support the kids clubs and programs.

Run Your Life Kids Clubs promote young people taking care
of their health, fitness and overall well being.  They guide
and share the tools which help make kids successful and
encourage them to be comfortable with who they are and in
turn, accept others for who they are creating a community
that knows how to work together.

Visit their website at www.teamrunyourlife.info and look for
them on Facebook. No computer? Call 815-861-5074.

WINTER INDOOR WALKING PROGRAM
Tuesday , January 3 through March

Attention township residents, McHenry Township Hall is open
before business hours, Monday through Friday, from 7:00
to 8:30 a.m. for walking.

You can keep fit during the winter months. The indoor walking
program provides a protected environment to join other
walkers in healthy morning exercise, despite the inclement
weather. No costly health club charges and no reservations
are necessary.

If the winter cold and snow keeps you indoors, you can walk
away those accumulated pounds and winter doldrums safely
at McHenry Township Hall, 3703 N. Richmond Road. BETA SIGMA PHI JOINS BLUE STAR BANNER PROJECT

Beta Sigma Phi is an International non-academic sorority
which is primarily a social, cultural and service organization.
It is comprised of women of all ages, interests, educational
and economic backgrounds.  In addition to providing
educational and cultural programs to its members, Beta
Sigma Phi extends opportunities to give service to others,
develop lifelong friendships, and polish leadership skills.

The McHenry chapter—Zeta Theta—takes pride in its
contributions to charitable endeavors.  Among their contin-
uing projects are:  FISH Food Pantry, Multiple Myeloma,
and Autism.  At Christmas time they make door decorations
for McHenry Villa retirement community.  And, now they
are co-sponsoring with McHenry Township, the Blue Star
Banner Program in support of deployed military personnel
from the McHenry area and their families.  For additional
information about the group call 847-395-2975.
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With the increase of businesses closing and
unemployment not slowing down, FISH of McHenry Food
Pantry is on the other end of the spectrum.  The pantry
continues to see a rise in the
number of families they serve
and are challenged to provide
their clients with supplemental
food each month.  FISH currently
serves nearly 500 families each
month, which are approximately
1800 adults and children.

This holiday season their goal is
to purchase 250 Holiday Food
Boxes from the Northern Illinois
Food Bank at the cost of $15 per
box, which is actually valued at
$40. They will also be distributing $10 Meijer gift cards for
their smaller families.  Anyone wishing to make a donation
to FISH to help defray these costs may go to their website
at www.fishofmchenry.org and make a donation by using
Pay Pal or Visa, MasterCard, American Express or
Discover credit cards.  You may also make your donation
through the Northern Illinois Food Bank by designating
your donation to FISH of McHenry OR mail a donation to
FISH at PO Box 282, McHenry 60050.

On behalf of all of their clients and all of the volunteers,
FISH says “thank you” for your continued support.

Neighbors Food Pantry of Wonder Lake has sent out an
SOS!  Economic conditions are causing a sharp decrease
in donations–shelves are critically bare and volunteers

are drastically needed.

The pantry is located in
Wonder Lake’s Nativity
Lutheran Church and
serves about 700 to
900 people a month.
The pantry is open
from 9:00 a.m. to 12
noon every Tuesday
and Wednesday.

Participants come to
the pantry once a

month and receive food that will last seven to 10 days.
Monetary donations allow the pantry to purchase food at a
greatly reduced rate through their partnership with Northern
Illinois Food Bank. 

With the holiday season upon us, consider giving the gift
of love this year by making a donation to the pantry to
purchase Holiday Meal Boxes through the Northern Illinois
Food Bank. The Meal Boxes cost $15 each and contain
all the fixings for a traditional family meal.

Your help will be greatly appreciated! Go to their website
http://wlfoodpantry.com or call Kim Halper at 815-355-5459.

WREATH SALE TO BENEFIT LOCAL  CHARITIES
Order through November 15.

The Rotary Club of McHenry—Sunrise
is sponsoring a Wreath Sale to raise
funds that will benefit charities and
organizations in our community. Each
reasonably-priced decoration is made of
fresh evergreen boughs, adorned with

frosted pinecones and a bright red bow in various sizes
from 20 to 60 inch diameters. Also available is a 30-inch
door swag and a 25-foot garland. For further details or to
place an order, go to www.mchenrysunriserotary.com.

Rotary will accept orders and payment through November
15. All orders must be picked up from the club’s distribution
location in the McHenry Public Library parking lot on
Saturday, December 3, between 9 a.m. and noon.

For questions: contact Trista Iodice at 815-382-6134 or at
trista.iodice@mchenrysunriserotary.com.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED IN COMMUNITY SERVICE!

Looking for a way to contribute to your
community? United Way of Greater McHenry
County Volunteer Center can help!

The Volunteer Center is the leading
community service resource in McHenry
County. They provide volunteering opportunities that help
strengthen local non-profit organizations.

Volunteers manage a variety of tasks for organizations from
fundraising and marketing, to child care and companionship,
to caring for land and unwanted animals. They are mentors,
tutors, teachers, advocates, artists, physicians, grand-
parents, and more.

Individuals and groups that wish to help their community
can get connected to an organization through The Volunteer
Center. Visit their website for information and registration
at www.volunteermchenrycounty.org  or call 815-344-4483.

IT’S HOLIDAY SEASON FOR LOCAL  FOOD PANTRIES..... AND NEEDS THIS YEAR ARE GROWING!

FISH volunteers unloading Northern Illinois Food Bank truck.
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SHARE THE SEASON HOLIDA Y DINNER CAMPAIGN–FESTIVE FOOD AND FRUGAL  PRICES

SHARE is a nonprofit, volunteer-run food buying club which helps you save 30-50% on supermarket quality food.
There are NO income limits, eligibility guidelines or membership fees!

SHARE serves McHenry County with deliveries at Evangelical Free Church of
McHenry, 2614 N. Ringwood Road in McHenry on the third Saturday every month.

Sign up or place orders at McHenry Township Senior Center 3519 N. Richmond
Road in Johnsburg from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. on the first Friday every month.  You can
sign-up or order with Link, credit or debit cards either on-line at www.sharewi.org or
call 800-548-2124.

SHARE’s holiday dinner packages contain all of the
fixings to prepare a festive spread for a family of six and costs only $30:

   • A complete turkey dinner for Thanksgiving! Order through your local SHARE
team by November 1, or call SHARE’s main office by November 4, or online through
November 6.
   • Or a complete ham dinner for Christmas! Order through your local SHARE
team by November 29 or call SHARE’s main office by December 2, or online through
December 4.

Visit www.sharewi.org for more information including photos of their food products or go to SHARE Wisconsin Food
Buying Club on Facebook!  Please call Jerry Macey at 815-690-2606 with any questions. You are invited to join them
as a SHARE volunteer as volunteers are always needed and welcome.

GET HELP WITH WINTER HEATING BILLS

The Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is
designed to help eligible low income
households pay for winter energy
service.  The payment awarded is
based on several factors, including

household size, location and income and is paid directly to
the energy provider on your behalf.

The amount of the payment is determined by household
size and income. Income for the past 30 days must be less
than: one person $1,361; two people $1,839; three people
$2,316; and add $477.75 for each additional person.

The LIHEAP program is by appointment only. To make an
appointment contact one of the following agencies:
 •  McHenry Housing Authority at 815-338-7752
 •  Senior Services Associates, Inc. at 815-344-3555

Documentation will be required at the appointment.
Applicants will be informed of what paperwork is required
when they call for the appointment.

For program information call the Energy Assistance Hotline
at 877-411-9276 or visit their website at http://
w w w . c o m m e r c e . s t a t e . i l . u s / d c e o / B u r e a u s /
Energy+Assisstance+LIHEAP/

DONATE YOUR UNUSED OR UNWANTED YARN!

The Thursday morning craft group
that meets at McHenry Township
Senior Center, comes together to
share their creative ideas,
socialize, and hook the creations
which they donate  to local com-
munity organizations such as 1st
Way Life Center, local  Rescue
Squads, local Police Depart-
ments and  area senior homes like
Alden Terrace and Fox Point. Larger projects go to our
military overseas and our local VA hospitals.

Don’t throw away that
unused or unwanted yarn!
Donated worsted weight
or cotton yarn is always
needed for this group’s
various and many philan-
thropic projects.

Drop off your yarn at
McHenry Township Senior
Center, 3519 Richmond
Road in Johnsburg or call
Evon at 815-344-3555.
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CHRISTMAS THROUGH THE EYES OF TIME
Open In December: Monday to Friday from 1 to 4 p.m.

McHenry County Historical Museum, 6422 Main Street in
Union, will host its free Holiday Open House from 1:00 to
4:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 3.  Join in the festivities
which feature holiday music, old fashioned homemade
cookies and at 2 p.m. enjoy a showing of one of America’s
favorite classic Christmas movies.

The Open House kicks off the museum’s annual
Christmas Exhibit this year featuring the popular Aluminum
Christmas Tree Forest presented by Christmas Memora-
bilia Collector Dave Harms.  Bring the kids to experience
Christmas Past and enjoy a FREE family outing.

For information about area activities such as the annual
Marengo/Union Christmas Walk visit their website
www.mchsonline.org or call 815-923-2267. The museum
will be closed December 24, 25, and 31.

THE TOYS FOR TOTS CHRISTMAS PARADE
BENEFITS MCHENRY TOWNSHIP CHILDREN
Sunday , November 20 at 1:00 p.m.

Downtown Business Association’s Downtown Christmas
Walk begins the day’s festivities; Green Street, Main Street
and Riverside Drive shops are open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Annual McHenry Area Jaycees’ Toys For Tots Christmas
Parade with over 300 motor-
cycles expected to ride this
year and each participant
donates a toy to the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve Toys
For Tots Program.

The Parade begins on Main
Street by the railroad station
moves east to Green Street,
north to Pearl, east to River-
side Drive, north to Broad St.,
then west to Veterans Park.

Spectators are urged to bring a NEW unwrapped toy for a
girl or boy to hand to parade riders or bring to the Marine‘s
“toy drop-off” in Veterans Park. The toys stay in our com-
munity and are distributed to the children of low-income
families by the Toys For Tots Program through area schools.

After the parade, Santa Claus will be in the gazebo in
Veterans Memorial Park; all children are invited to come
and tell Santa their Christmas desires. The Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony will begin at dusk in the Park.

Pioneer Center for Human Services presents

 6th ANNUAL HOLIDAY LUNCHEON & BOOK REVIEW

Friday , December  2 at 11:15 a.m.
D’ Andrea Banquets in Crystal Lake

Barbara Rinella, renowned book dramatist presents

Cleopatra: A Life by Stacy Schiff

Rinella brings to life the formidable Queen with keen

intellect, shrewd political instincts, appreciation for luxury

& power and great loves & romantic involvements.
RAFFLES  ~  LUNCH  ~  ENTERTAINMENT

Cost: $40 per ticket  ~  Tables of 10 available.

This event benefits the programs of Pioneer Center for
Human Services.  Pioneer Center delivers direct services

to more than 2,500 McHenry County residents.

 Programming areas include: Development al Disabilities -

Mental Health - Autism Services - T raumatic Brain Injury -

McHenry County P ADS - Youth Service Bureau -

VOICE Sexual Assault Services -

Contact Barb Swanson at 815-759-7144 for tickets
Phone:  815.759.7144       fax:  815.759.7098

www.PioneerCenter.org

ANNUAL  HOLIDAY FLORAL  EXTRAVAGANZA
Thursday , December 1 at 7:00 p.m.
McHenry High School - W est Campus
4724 West Cryst al Lake Road

The McHenry Garden Club hosts its The Holiday Floral
Extravaganza features floral arrangements with a winter
holiday theme. They are
assembled before the
audience on stage by
professionals from local
nurseries and florists.

Audience ticket stubs are
drawn for the honor of
winning these lovely floral
creations and taking them
home at the end of this
fascinating program.

The evening includes
discount coupons good at the featured florists, gift basket
drawings and much more. Doors Open at 6:30 p.m.

Tickets are $8 thru November 28 and $10 at the door.  Call
Laura at 815-344-1965 for more information.
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McHenry Township Winter Recreation
SLEDDING HILL  REGULATIONS

• SLEDDING HILL IS NOT SUPERVISED.
   USE AT YOUR OWN RISK.

• OBEY “SLEDDING HILL CLOSED” SIGNS.
   (Sledding hill may be closed due to lack of

snow cover or for other safety reasons.)
• SNOWBOARDS & SKIS are STRICTLY PROHIBITED.

• No building of jumps, bumps, or any variations
   to the designated sledding path.

• Children should be supervised by an adult.
• Bicycle or multi-sport helmets are recommended.

• Sled in designated area (downhill path) only.
• Exit bottom of hill promptly.

• Uphill traffic use designated uphill walkway.
   Do not walk up the downhill path.

• Lights turn on at dusk and turn off at 11:00 p.m.
• Pets & alcoholic beverages are strictly prohibited.

• Dispose of all trash in designated containers.
• EMERGENCIES CALL 911.

McHenry Township Park’s Sledding Hill is an obstacle free
sledding run of about 300 feet that even adults will enjoy.

The downhill path extends out
into the soccer fields for maxi-
mum coasting.  For safety, stay
in the designated downhill path!

There should be at least 2" of
snow and no grass visible.
Obey “SLEDDING HILL
CLOSED” signs when posted as the hill may be closed
due to lack of snow cover or for other safety reasons.

For your safety always climb the hill on the east side in the
wide platform walkway with railings for uphill traffic. The
re-graded hill has permanent fences erected at the top of
the hill and partially down the slope.

The area is lighted providing after dark sledding. There is
ample parking, an enclosed winter shelter with picnic tables,
restrooms, and a fireplace for warming plus the township
provides the wood.

Be sure to follow Park Rules for a safe sledding experience!

TOWNSHIP NEWS

While McHenry Township enjoys the diversity of four
distinct seasons, our winters and summers can produce
extreme temperatures. At times, weather conditions may
pose a threat to health and safety.

Electricity is essential for the Township to function. To
prevent loss of power, McHenry Township has installed
an efficient natural gas backup generator to provide an
added level of insurance that daily business operations
continue during power outages. The backup power
provides heating and air conditioning which has enabled
McHenry Township to open the Township Hall to the public
for respite from extreme weather.

As a Warming Center in winter and a Cooling Center in
summer, the center is not an overnight facility.  Only in
extreme conditions when a disaster is declared and the
Red Cross steps in, does the Township Hall become an
overnight Emergency/Disaster Shelter.

The Warming/Cooling Center is open from 8:30 a.m. to
9:00 p.m. Monday through Friday and Sunday.  (If weather
respite is needed on Saturdays, the Recreation Center,
3519 Richmond Road, will be open.) The facility offers a

water fountain, pop machine and rest rooms. Meals are
not provided at this center. Official hot and cold weather
advisories are issued by the National Weather Service.

The Township Hall is also a Red Cross Emergency/Disaster
Shelter for temporary shelter for victims impacted by
emergencies such as natural disasters and the opening of
this emergency shelter will be announced on local radio
and television stations. McHenry Township provides the
space to shelter, sleep and feed 50 – 200 individuals and
the Red Cross provides short-term assistance to disaster
victims. This Shelter is not a medical facility.

MCHENRY TOWNSHIP HALL  IS A WARMING/COOLING CENTER & AN EMERGENCY/DISASTER SHELTER

EXPERIENCE WINTER FAMILY FUN IN MCHENRY TOWNSHIP PARK!

Did You Know?

The Sledding Hill is not supervised so use at your own risk.
McHenry Township is not responsible for injuries.
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To register for activities
on the SENIOR CENTER pages

call Amy Zavala
Senior Center Activities Director

815-344-3555
McHenry Township Senior Center

3519 North Richmond Road

McHENRY TOWNSHIP SENIOR CENTER
VETERANS COMMEMORATION SERVICE
Thursday , November 10 at 10:30 a.m.

Senior Services, Inc of McHenry is proud to be hosting a
memorial and recognition service to honor local Veterans
of the United States Armed Forces in
commemoration of Veterans Day and
the Marine Corps Birthday.

The event is sponsored by Vitas
Innovative Hospice and will be led by
Veterans Liaison Andy Balafas, a
former Infantry officer and graduate of
the United States Military Academy.
The service will include a Presentation of the Colors,
readings, individual veteran recognitions, and a solemn
remembrance of those that gave their lives for our freedoms.
It will be followed with light refreshments.

In order to honor each veteran properly, we would like to
know their name and branch of service ahead of time, so
please RSVP at 815-344-3555 by November 4.

HEARING  AIDS— WHO NEEDS ‘EM?
Wednesday , November 2 at 10:15 a.m.

Bonnie B. Siu, Ph.D. is an Audiologist at Sam’s Hearing
Center in Vernon Hills.  Bonnie received her training in
Audiology at Northwestern University.  She worked in
research for a number of years, helping to develop new
hearing aid products. Dr. Siu will present a very informative
presentation about hearing & hearing aid technology!

SIGHT AND HEARING TECHNOLOGY  FAIR
Wednesday , November 9 from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

The Center for Sight & Hearing will be hosting a FREE low
vision seminar titled New Technology and Macular
Degeneration. The event will have information on how
technology today and in the near future
will help everyone with vision impairment.
Vendors will display the latest in low vision
devices. Macular Degeneration is the
number one cause of legal blindness in
the U.S., but individuals with this here-
ditary condition can still read and manage
a home. Come to the Fair and see latest
in low vision devices, technology and
services that are now available.

FROM BAGDAD T O MCHENRY:
A Life of an Assyrian Christian
Wednesday , November 16 at 10:00 a.m.

Johnsburg resident Alfred Daniel was born to an
Assyrian Christian family in a small town in
Mesopotamia (Iraq) and fled the oppression of
Saddam Hussein’s regime with his wife and children
in 1973.

Mr. Daniel’s book, “Pages From My Life” recalls
his journey from his ancient homeland to a new
beginning in the United States.  Join us as he

shares his fascinating story.  Copies of the book will be
available for purchase following the program.   There is no
charge for this presentation. Call to register.

SENIOR CENTER LIBRARY: BOOKS-ON-CD
Open during Senior Center hours 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A CD-book collection and ten portable CD players are
available for checkout after your register. The collection
consists of 150 Books-On-CD which are rotated with the
Books-On-CD at the Johnsburg Library. The Library
Collection is handled by Amy, who checks out the books-
on-CD and players.

Our thanks to Maria Zawacki of the Johnsburg Public
Library and funding that was awarded by the Illinois State
Library (ISL), a Division of the Office of Secretary of State,
using funds provided by IMLS and LSTA.
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ANNUAL TURKEY SHOOT BINGO
Friday , November 18 at 12:30 p.m.

Celebrate Thanksgiving at the Senior Center
in friendly competition.  Senior Services,
Alden Terrance, Crossroads Care Center and
McHenry Township will co-host the highly anticipated annual
“Turkey Shoot Bingo”.  A fun holiday favorite!

You “Shoot the Turkey” by winning a game of bingo, which
wins you prizes, like, gift certificates to local grocery stores,
and holiday gifts.  Enjoy freshly popped popcorn during the
game plus coffee and that all-time holiday favorite–pumpkin
pie during the mid-game break. The cost for the event is
$2.00 and reservations are needed.

THE GREAT HOLIDAY EXCHANGE
Monday , November 14 from 1 1:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Are you thinking about throwing out some of your old
Christmas or Thanksgiving decorations? Don’t toss them!
Donate your unwanted holiday trimmings to the Senior
Center’s Great Holiday Exchange!

This event is for everyone who wants to de-clutter their
basement or attic and for those who are looking for some-
thing different to display for this year’s holidays. One senior’s
outdated junk is another senior’s festive treasure!

If you would like to donate your things for this event please
contact Amy at 815-344-3555 before November 11, 2011.
Hope to see you there!

MCHENRY TOWNSHIP’S SENIOR EXPRESS

operates between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday through
Friday.  Call at least 24 hours in advance of when you
need service.

To schedule a ride on Senior Express
call 800-451-4599 (TTY) 888-454-4724

Monday through Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

The Township’s Transportation Program services senior
residents in the 60050, 60051, 60097 and 60072 zip
code areas. The bus fare is $1 per ride which is a one-

way trip. (As a
reminder: addi-
tional stops require
additional fees.)
As always, seniors
unable to pay the
fare will still be
provided service.

The Senior Transportation Program is funded primarily
by McHenry Township tax dollars with additional funding
through grants from the Northeastern Illinois Area
Agency on Aging and
the McHenry County
Senior Grant Program.

The Expanded PACE
Dial-A-Ride  Paratransit
Program is available to
residents of McHenry
Township who are
seniors or disabled.
The new Dial-A-Ride provides service between Valley
Hi Nursing Home, Woodstock, Crystal Lake, McHenry
and Fox Lake Metra Station.  The Expanded Pace
service operates Mondays through Fridays from 6:00
a.m. until 7:00 p.m. and on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.  Call in for an appointment Monday - Friday
up at least 24 hours in advance prior to requested trip.

Reservations
call: 1-800-451-
4599, (TTY) 1-
888-454-4724.

One-way rides
are $3.  Riders
must register

with Pace to use this service. Get more information
about this service and regional transportation options
at www.mchenrytownship.com/htm/transportation.htm/

TAI CHI CLASSES
Thursdays at 9 a.m.

McHenry Township Hall

Free to township residents.
Non-township residents $10 a month.
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To register for activities
on the SENIOR CENTER pages

call Amy Zavala
Senior Center Activities Director

815-344-3555

KRAFTY BIG KIDZ! with Dawn Castellanos
Class T imes: Fridays from 10 a.m. to Noon 

Classes are open to everyone, no experience necessary.
Fees must be paid in advanced to Amy at the Senior
Center. No day-of-class students accepted.

Autumn Leaves W reath - November 4  - Red, green,
orange, yellow & brown leaves will be used to create an
autumn wreath for your front door! Cost: $18

Decoup age Vase - November 18 -  Using decoupage
technique with an assortment of patterned papers, create a
unique covered glass vase. (approx. 14” X 6") Cost: $15

Painted Snowmen - December 9 - Learn to paint some
of very cute snowmen on a paper mache box. Cost: $15

One Stroke Canvas Painting - January 13 & 20  (2-day
class) - Using an 11X14 canvas the first class is to apply
a black basecoat.   Learn the technique of creating florals,
leaves and apply to the black canvas then add metallics
to make our colors pop! Bring your One Stroke Brushes
if you have them.  All supplies included. Cost: $30 

Painted Greeting Cards - January 27 -  Master the basic
technique for creating beautiful flowers and then add them
to a set of eight greeting cards and envelopes. Bring your
One Stroke brushes if you have them. Cost: $12

Jewelry Jubilee! - February 10 -  Learn the basics of
jewelry making.  Beading, clasps, jump rings and more
will be covered. Selection of many beads and colors.
Complete a bracelet & necklace. Cost: $18

Birthday Dozen – February 17 -  Create a dozen hand-
stamped birthday cards, 3 each of 4 designs. All layouts
will be ready for you to stamp and assemble. Includes
envelopes.  Bring a pair of scissors & adhesive. Cost: $15

Glass Painting – February 24 -  Create a beautiful glass
bowl ready for serving or displaying.  Using the One
Stroke technique you will be able to add flowers, leaves,
and maybe a butterfly or two to your bowl.  Bring your
One Stroke brushes if you have them. All supplies
included.  Cost: $20

Ceramic Mosaic Box – March 2 (9 a.m.-12 p.m.) - Make
a beautiful wooden box with a mosaic top! Learn how to
create a pattern, break the tiles (if needed) and grout. 
All supplies included.  Various colors. Cost: $20

Beautiful Birdhouses – March 19 -  Using the One
Stroke painting technique decorate a wooden birdhouse
to hang in your backyard. Bring your One Stroke Brushes
if you have them. All supplies included. Cost: $18

SENIOR CENTER MOVIE MATINEE

Free movies and popcorn on the first Friday and fourth
Thursday of each month at 1:00 p.m. (unless noted).

   •  Friday , November 4 – The Social Network

   •  Thursday , November 17 – The Guardian

   •  Thursday , December 1 – Life as We Know it

   •  Thursday , December 22 – The Holiday

   •  Friday , January 6 –  Soul Surfer

   •  Thursday , January 26 – The Fighter

   •  Friday , February 3 – Valentine’s Day

   •  Thursday , February 23 – The Help

FITNESS TRAINING GROUP
8 a.m.—Wednesdays & Fridays—$12 a month
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LEARN PHOTOGRAPHY FROM A PRO

Jerry Tomaselli will share the experience he has gathered
over his 41 years as an award-winning Chicago photo-
journalist and teach picture taking techniques.

Thursday , November 17 at 1:00 p.m.
During his years as a photo-
journalist for the Chicago Tribune
and a veteran of 4 major daily
newspapers in Chicago, his lens
has photographed the rich and
famous.  He now has turned his
talent to capturing portraits of
birds, flowers and wildlife. Join us
for the fascinating exhibit of his
digitally-shot photos and learn the
secrets of better photography.

Thursday , January 12 at 1:00 p.m.
The after Christmas, “Know Your Camera!” class for all the
new camera owners, will teach you all about the various
capabilities of your camera.  This workshop is intended for
digital cameras only. By understanding your camera you
can take great photographs. Learn how to capture every
moment perfectly.

Each class fee is $5.  Register with Amy; a maximum of 7
people per class so sign up soon!

NUTRITION AND COOKING CLASSES
Thursday , November 17 – Holiday Food Safety
Thursday , December 15 – Gifts from the Kitchen

Pam Patterson, Family Nutrition Program instructor,
University of Illinois Extension, presents cooking tips,
recipes, demonstrations and nutrition facts. Learn how to
prepare economical and healthy meals. Classes are at 1:00
p.m. and are FREE however registration is required.

HOME DELIVERED MEAL PROGRAM

If you are 60 years of age or older and are homebound
by illness or disability—you may be qualified for
Salvation Army Golden Diners Home Delivered Meal
Program .  Whether your disablement is a temporary or
a permanent situation, you can call Senior Services
Associates, Inc . and apply for this program.

As people age, those living alone often find preparing
meals difficult, and those with low incomes are apt to
skip meals because purchasing food is costly.  In 1972,
to prevent malnutrition among the elderly, Congress
enacted the National Nutrition Program for people age
60 and over, enacted
especially those with
low incomes.

The Golden Diners
Program provides
nutritious meals at
McHenry Township
Senior Center.  Golden
Diners volunteers de-
liver meals to older
adults who are home-
bound and unable to
take part in the senior
center deli program.

To enroll in the Home Delivered Meal Program call Senior
Services at 815-344-3555 Monday through Friday from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Their office is located at the McHenry
Township Senior Center, 3519 N. Richmond Road.

You may qualify for additional programs.  Senior
Services’ Case Managers are able to provide, at no cost
to you, a comprehensive needs assessment and if
appropriate, they assist seniors in gaining access to
needed services and help seniors remain living inde-
pendently in their own homes for as long as safely
manageable. Call them today.

BINGO is every Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. Cards are 25 cents.

KEEPING TRACK OF YOUR SPENDING
Third Thursday every month at 1:30 p.m.
Call to set up an appointment at 815-344-3555

As a part of their community service program, a repre-
sentative from First Midwest Bank will be at the Senior
Center to help seniors balance their check book and answer
any financial questions.  You do not have to bank at First
Midwest to receive this assistance. At this one-on-one
session, you learn helpful hints and simple strategies to
aid you in keeping track of your spending.

Bernice Duffy is retiring. All the
Bingo players want to thank her for
the many years she served as Caller.
                     Thank you, Bernice!
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BRAIN GAMES REWARDS DAY
Thursday , December 8  f rom 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

“Brain Games: Lower your brain age in
minutes a day!” is a publication
crammed with puzzles designed to
stimulate each of your brain’s cognitive
functions, keeping it strong and fit. With
many different types of puzzles,
exercising your brain can be fun!

The Brain Games Challenge has been
going strong at the Senior Center since
June 2011 and now it’s time to cash in on those completed
brain puzzles!  Anyone who participated by completing (and
even if it was only one Brain Game) is entitled to come and
collect prizes. The points you earned will be used like money
to win great stocking stuffer prizes.

If you’d like to collect some last minute points stop by the
McHenry Township Senior Center to pick up the weekly
game and more details.

HEALTH SCREENING, LUNCHEON AND BINGO
Wednesday , December 14 begins at 9:30 a.m.

Senior Services Associates of McHenry invite area seniors
to a Health Screening. The nursing staff from Converge
Home Health Care will be at the Senior Center conducting
free health testing on two separate days.

Blood glucose monitoring and blood pressure checks, will
be from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on the dates above in
August and in October.  The health screenings are free
and no appointments are necessary.

A free lunch sponsored by Converge Home Health Care
will be served at 11:45 a.m. followed by bingo and prizes.
Reservations are required for lunch and bingo.

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAY WITH FRIENDS
Friday , December 2, at 1 1:30 a.m.

Bringing the spirit of the holidays to the seniors who they
serve throughout the year, the
staff of Senior Services Inc.,
Wauconda HealthCare & Re-
habilitation, Heritage Woods,
Fox Point, The Fountains,
Hospice & Palliative Care of
Northeastern Ill inois and
McHenry Township invite you to
the 8th Annual Holiday
Celebration held at McHenry
Township Hall, 3703 N.  Rich-
mond Road.

At 10:30 a.m. there will be free
gift wrapping.  The hosts supply the paper & bows and you
bring the present to be wrapped!

Sherman’s Catering menu for the party features Boneless
Pork Loin in Red Wine &
Apricot Sauce with all the
trimmings and a superb holiday
treat dessert sponsored by
Crossroads Care Center.

After lunch, Rick Pickern livens
up the party with traditional folk
and vintage western music with
voice, guitar, banjo and harmonica. Plus door prizes and
“Happy Holiday” surprises!

Tickets are $8.00. Reservations required, as seating
is limited. Call Amy for reservations and to volunteer
your time to help during the Holiday Party and/or to
help the seniors wrap their gifts.

MARY KAY HOLIDAY ‘GIFT IDEA’ PARTY
Wednesday , December 7 at 10:30 a.m.

Don’t know what to get for those hard-to-buy-for family
members and friends?  Mary Kay Beauty Consultant
Ginger Sellek has some great sugestions!  Discover
gift ideas for those special some ones on your Christmas
Gift List such as giving a rejuvenating spa-at-home
experience or the latest makeup tool. With a $50.00
purchase, you receive a retail size hand lotion free (a
$10.00 value). Complimentary gift bagging is available.
Please call to register!

Salvation Army Nutrition Program
open to all seniors 60 years of age and

older with no income requirements.

Golden Diner ’s Deli
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. weekdays

hot soup, salad bar, choice of sandwich
or a hot entrée, and dessert; choice of milk or coffee

Donations are welcome.
For reservations and information call

Site Manager, Mary Ann call 815-385-8260

Have a nutritious lunch and socialize with other seniors!
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CULINARY DISCOVERY– BON APPETITE!

  Thursday , January 19 – “A  Taste of Northern It aly”
  Parmesan cheese t asting followed by a demonstration of
  the traditional Risotto alla Parmigiana

  Thursday , February 16 – “Chocolate Decadence”
  A tasting of various chocolates followed by a demonstra-
  tion o f the classic dessert luxury , Chocolate Mousse

Culinary Discovery is
an educational dining
experience brought to
you by an outstanding
culinary connoisseur,
Chef Kenneth P. Such,
a graduate of the
French Culinary Insti-
tute and the renown
ALMA– the International
School of Italian Cuisine,
in Colorno, Italy.

Culinary Discovery provides superb cooking demonstrations
focused on fresh, simple and seasonal ingredients. The
objective is to introduce people to new foods, techniques
and cultures while providing them with tools to develop their
own taste preferences and culinary skills that will enhance
their enjoyment of cooking and eating.

Each class starts at 1:00 p.m. and costs only $8 per class.
These exciting new classes offer entertaining afternoons
filled with delicious food! Pre-registration is required.

DAZZLING NEW YEAR’S CELEBRA TION
Friday , January 13 at 1 1:30 a.m.

Welcome in 2012 in sophisticated style!!!  Elegant attire
is suggested for this year’s sparkling and glamorous
New Year Celebration!

Savor a delicious gourmet
luncheon by Sherman’s
Catering, featuring stuffed
chicken breast with an ac-
companiment of side dishes
and ending with a luscious
cupcake dessert.  Then,
enjoy sensational musical
entertainment of Sinatra,
Bennett, Dean Martin, Perry
Como, Andy Williams and
more through the creative
impersonations by Larry
Breidenbach.

Greet the New Year with
fun, games, prizes and

laughter! Tickets are $8. Reservations are required.
Treat yourself to a spectacular afternoon!

A very special thank you to the co-sponsors Heritage
Woods and the Springs At Crystal Lake.

MACHO MCQUEEN MOVIE MARATHON WEEK
January 23 to 27- Monday thru Friday at 12:30 p.m.

A week-long movie marathon with
free popcorn, drinks, and all the
classic Steve McQueen you can
possibly want to watch!  Steve was
a rebellious leading man; once
dubbed “The King of Cool”.
McQueen has remained one of the
most iconic and beloved film stars
of the latter half of the 20th century.

Take this opportunity to watch those blockbuster hits he
made during the ‘50s, ‘60s,‘70s and until his death in
1980.  Steve performed many of those daredevil stunts
himself. McHenry Township Senior Center salutes one
of the legendary leading men in film history.

Thank you Cathy Quan for sharing your movie collection.

A Special Message from the Assessor
PROPERTY TAX DEFERRAL FOR SENIORS

Senior Citizens Real Estate Tax Deferral allows qualified
Senior Citizens to defer all or part of property tax on their
owner-occupied residence. It’s a form of loan with a six
percent interest rate which is repaid after the tax payers’
death or at the time the property is sold. You must be at
least 65 years of age by June 1, with a household income
not more than $50,000 and occupied the property for at
least three years.

Application must be filed by March 1 .

More information and application are available in the
McHenry County Collectors office at:

Mailing Address:
McHenry County Collector
2200 North Seminary Ave
Woodstock, IL 60098

In plain English, this is a way for senior citizens to have a
little more quality of life if they are strapped for funds.  You
have worked hard all the years for your home.  Why not let
the home work for you?

Office Location:
2100 N. Seminary Avenue
Woodstock, IL
815/ 334-4260
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To register for activities on
the Senior Center p ages

call Amy Zavala
Senior Center Activities Director

815-344-3555

A MATTER OF BALANCE –A 4½ WEEK COURSE
every Monday & T uesday in FEBRUAR Y
 (6th  & 7th , 13th & 14 th, 20th & 21st, 27th & 28 th)
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

A Matter of Balance: Managing Concerns About Falls was
developed through a grant from the Administration on
Aging.  The program will be held at McHenry Township
Hall, 3703 N. Richmond Road and lead by a certified
Senior Services Associates staff member.

The fear of falling can be just as dangerous as falling

itself. A Matter of Balance is designed to reduce the fear
of falling and increase activity levels among older adults.

Participants learn to set realistic goals to increase activity,
how to change their environment to reduce fall risk factors,
and they learn simple exercises to increase strength and
balance. A workbook is provided for each class member.

Stop living in isolation or limiting your activities because
of your concern about falling! The Matter of Balance
course can help seniors improve their quality of life and
remain independent.

Amedesys Home Health Services clinician will monitor
the class’s progress and they also will provide a graduation
lunch for the group. Call Amy for details and to register.
Limit 12 participants.

Computer classes offered in the Computer Lab at the
McHenry Township Senior Center, 3519 N.
Richmond Road consist of either three 2-hour
or two 3-hour sessions.

There is a $5 registration fee for each
session. The fee can only be refunded if a
student cancels the class at least two weeks
prior to the class or due to an emergency.

The program includes classes like Basic
Computer, Windows, Word Processing, Excel, Internet,
Making Calendars & Greeting Cards, Address Book, plus
Basic Photo Enhancement & Scanning.   The courses are
designed for novice and those who want to expand their
basic skills.

Classes are small with 3 to 6 students.  During the class,
each student uses their own classroom computer.  The
instructors are all dedicated volunteers who enjoy teaching
others how to make a difference in their daily lives by using
computers.  Class size is small for more individualized help.

A great idea for seniors– take classes this winter!

Basic Computer is for someone with little or no
knowledge or experience with computers. The
course covers computer terminology plus
hardware & software basics.

Basic Windows is an intermediate course which
covers the ‘HOW TO’s of Windows including
Windows Explorer, Word Pad, Paint, Help and
Search/Find. The class teaches the basic

technology needed for more advanced classes.

MCHENRY TOWNSHIP SENIOR COMPUTER EDUCATION PROGRAM

Learn how to get up by yourself
if you should fall when you are alone.
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MCHENRY AREA YOUTH COMMISSION

Mission S tatement

The mission of the McHenry Area Youth
Commission (M.A.Y.C.) is to “Keep
healthy kids healthy” by sponsoring
prevention programs for youth that
promote responsible choices about drugs, alcohol and
tobacco provided through a community-based linkage of
educational, governmental, and human service agencies
within the McHenry and Johnsburg area.

Governing Bodies

The McHenry Area Youth Commission is an inter-
governmental agreement between the City of McHenry,
McHenry Township, the Village of Johnsburg, McHenry
School Districts 15 & 156, and Johnsburg School District 12.

Programs and Community Involvement

· Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Education
· Red Ribbon Campaign & Leadership Programs
· Summer Break Program
· Spring & Winter Break Open Hours
· Volunteer opportunities available

Cont act Information

For additional information or to be added to our mailing list,
please contact us!! We look forward to hearing from you.

Sarah Dodge Program Director
3703 N. Richmond Rd., Johnsburg, IL 60051
www.mayc.net ~ youth@mayc.net ~ 815-344-0001

WENDY’S FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT M.A.Y.C.

We’re having a Burger Bash Fundraiser on Monday,
December 5 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., come and join the Youth
Commission at Wendy’s located at 2433 N. Richmond Road
in McHenry.

Wendy’s will donate a portion of the proceeds to the
McHenry Area Youth Commission!  Help raise funds for a
great local youth organization.

Thank you Wendy’s for helping raise money to support
M.A.Y.C. in providing activities that promote a drug-free
environment for kids in McHenry Township area.

M.A.Y.C. WINTER BREAK PROGRAM 201 1
Please check our website at www.mayc.net

for up to date information regarding our programming.

M.A.Y.C.
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2011 ASSESSMENT INFORMATION UPDATE

As of mid-September our assessments were submitted to
the county for 2011.  Remember, the assessment reflects
the legal valuation date of January 1, 2011 – not mid or
late 2011.  Information on values that occurred late in 2011
will be more applicable for the legal valuation date of
January 1, 2012.  Some people also don’t understand that
the Department of Revenue determines equalization factors
based on the three-year assessment cycle (2008 through
2010) for 2011 – not just last month’s activity.

McHenry County Assessment Office processes the
changes and arranges for a publication date and the mailing
of assessment notices.  It’s a busy time for them since
2011 is a quadrennial year; that is, all assessments are
published once every four years on the quadrennial.

For the third year in a row most property owners in McHenry
Township will see a decreased assessment.  My staff and
I worked on many areas for revaluation as well as the
negative equalization factor, reducing assessments
township-wide.  (How many owners remember the many
years of equalizers that increased assessments?  At least
that part of the system is working in favor of the property
owners now.)

The assessment notice clearly states the 2011 values and
the full market value of the property as of the legal valuation
date (January 1, 2011 – I can’t stress this fact enough).
The assessment notice also provides steps if you decide
to appeal the assessment.  Please remember that you are
appealing your assessment – not the amount of the tax
bill.  Hopefully the notes below will help you understand
how the assessment fits into the tax bill cycle.

 • The assessment office only has legal authority and
responsibility for the assessment – assessing property at
one-third the market value based on evidence.
 • Tax bills are the result of levy amounts (dollars required
to operate) approved by local governments.  The total
amounts of these levies can be referred to as the ‘tax pie’.
 • State legislators approve exemptions for qualifying
people, reducing their taxable assessment, or the slice of
their ‘pie’.  Those exemptions only apply to owner-occupied,
as a primary residence, properties.
 • The assessment is a method of dividing the ‘tax pie’.
 • If assessments generally decrease along with an in-
crease in tax levies (dollars) and exemptions your taxes
will not go down, but may in fact go up
 • This is NOT a function of assessment but a function of
the decisions made by the local governments (school

districts, municipalities, townships, county, fire protection,
libraries, etc.).
 • If the assessment is correct but the amount of the tax bill
is the issue your questions should be directed to the specific
local government(s) shown on the tax bill.
 • The assessor ONLY determines market value of property

The state equalization factor imposed for 2010 does not
carry forward to 2011.  The budget amounts of the local
governments (the pie) are simply allocated within the
equalized assessed value to determine the tax rate.  Tax
rates increased between 2009 and 2010, because of
decreased assessments, increased owner exemptions and
various levy amounts.  Many people feel that the 2010 state
equalization factor increased their tax bills; not true.  The
budget dollars did not change because of the state factor.
The state equalization factor only increased assessments
which caused the tax rates to not increase as much as they
would have without the state factor.  If a government is
legally allowed to collect $1,000 or $1,000,000 they will still
collect the legal amount regardless of the assessment.

The assessment notice places heavy emphasis on
reviewing the assessment and contacting my office before
filing an official assessment appeal.  That is a great way to
informally discuss the assessment but based on the 2010
assessment appeal period we were a very busy office.
Sometimes you can’t give an owner an immediate answer
but will have to get back to them after researching their data.

Our office is a small one.  There are only four full-time
employees and myself.  We can only do so much in that
limited time.  Last year, about the 4th week of the appeal
period we were no longer able to help the owners who waited
until then to contact us.  In order to preserve their right to
an assessment review, we advised those individuals to file
the formal appeal because answers were still owed to
owners who came in earlier.  Those people were frustrated
because they followed directions on the assessment notice.

assessor@mchenrytownship.com
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HOW TO APPEAL YOUR PROPERTY ASSESSMENT
Appeal e-mail address: value@mchenrytownship.com

Are your taxes too high?  “Mine are too” says Carol
Perschke, McHenry Township Assessor.  But how does the
assessment compare to market value as of January 1,
2011?  If you believe your assessment is too high it is your
right, as a property owner, to appeal that assessment.
However, there should be a specific basis of the appeal –
not general statements about overall market values.

You can appeal your assessment in a less formal
environment by contacting our office to discuss any
evidence you either already have or should gather.  It is
critical that you appeal your assessment within the
legally allowed time.  Once the legal 30-day appeal
period is closed it is too late to appeal the assessment
for that year .

Evidence consists of a bank or fee appraisal (value ‘as of’
date of January 1, 2011 is best) or information from other
properties that you are using as comparables.  Estimates
of market value provided by real estate agents are not as
reliable as a formal appraisal.  Comparable properties must
be representative of similar neighborhoods and similar
building styles and construction.  Using a raised ranch sale
or assessment to a brick ranch home does not qualify as a
comparable.  Using a ranch as a comparable to a multi-
story home also does not qualify as a comparable.  If you
have a ranch – you must use data from other ranches.  If
you have a multi-story – you must use data from other
multi-story buildings.

A minimum of three comparables up to a maximum of six
comparables is a good basis for analysis.  In the Appeals
section of our website there is a comparison grid you may
use for data collection.  The extreme right column has been
completed as an example of how to use the form.  Pay
attention to the red print areas.  Identify the homes you
believe are comparables; stick to properties in McHenry
Township.  Complete the form as indicated in the example
by using our website Property Search feature.  Because
the land already has uniformity within the area, most of the
analysis is done on the building assessment.  Divide the
building assessment by the total building square foot to
determine the building EAV per square foot.  If your building

I believe 2011 will also be busy this year.  Therefore my
message is that, if after you see the assessment reductions
implemented for 2011 and if you still wish to have your
assessment reviewed, don’t wait until the last minute to
contact our office.

has a higher price per square foot is there a reason it should
– more plumbing fixtures, porches, garages, basements or
central air vs. the comparables?  Divide the total market
value also by the building square foot to determine the full
market value per square foot.  Similarly to volume packaging
for a box of cereal, the larger box has a lower price per
ounce than a smaller box.  This typically holds true for
buildings as well.  Smaller homes will typically have a higher
EAV per square foot than larger ones.

If your evidence is valid and proves the assessment is too
high it will be adjusted accordingly.  If not, there will be no
change but we will provide you with a summary of the
problems in the data.  An analogy can be made between
appraisers and auto mechanics – there are some really
good ones out there and there are some that don’t quite
get the job done correctly.  During 2010 many appraisals
we reviewed contained significant errors and, therefore,
could not be taken at face value, particularly appraisals
completed for refinancing.  This was very disappointing to
the owner, who paid good money for a finished product
expecting it to be a valid document.

If you have visited the assessment office but don’t agree
with the results, you can file a formal appeal with the
McHenry County Board of Review.  Specific forms are
available from the Supervisor of Assessments office in
Woodstock.  They must be completed and submitted
according to directions, also within the 30-day appeal period.
Some owners don’t realize how easy it is to come to the
assessment office first.

The Board of Review will assign hearing dates (once
assigned, cannot be changed).  Hearings are scheduled
every 15 minutes and evidence is heard from both the owner
and the assessment office.  The Board Members will decide
at that time if an adjustment is appropriate or not.  An option
was offered to the property owner in 2010 where they didn’t
have to attend a hearing in person, allowing the Board of
Review to make a decision simply on the weight of the
evidence submitted.

Generally it is much less formal and cheaper to work through
the local assessment office instead of filing the complaint
with the Board of Review.  Many times owners are
intimidated and afraid to come in, but after conclusion of
the meeting they admit they are pleasantly surprised at how
friendly the staff is.  Owners may not agree 100% with the
outcome but they recognize that they were treated fairly
and professionally.

It’s very important to know that an assessment reduction
doesn’t guarantee a lower real estate tax bill.
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ROAD DISTRICT NEWS

Leon H. VanEvery
Highway Commissioner

McHenry Township
ROAD DISTRICT

Monday thru Friday

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

 815-385-3076
fax 815-385-5874

roaddistrict@mchenrytownship.com

BRIDGE OPENS IN RECORD AMOUNT OF TIME!

Welcome news for Pace, the Post Office, local churches
and restaurants, west side Wonder Lake residents and all
motorists who drive on Barnard Mill Road—the bridge
opened ahead of schedule!

Even though the bridge was open to traffic on Wednesday,
September 21, the official opening was Friday, September
23 at the Barnard Mill Bridge Dedication Ceremony.

Work started on July 18 for maintenance of the bridge.
The replacement of the substructure steel, the deck and
the guard rails was accomplished in 9 weeks.

The maintenance work was completed for a cost of
$350,000.00.  According to our engineers, to completely
replace the bridge in 2015/2016 the cost would exceed
$3,600,000.00, in order to meet all current federal
requirements.  It isn’t just replacing the bridge– it would
require that all new standards be met for roadway geometry,
deck width, adjacent roadway approaches, roadway and
intersection configuration, structure depth and under-
clearance.  The construction phase would probably last 7
to 10 months.

By repairing the bridge as a maintenance project we saved
the township time and money– 3 to 6 months for closure of
the bridge, and getting the project done for 1/10th of the
cost of a complete new bridge and intersection.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION

The storm that came through McHenry County on
July 11, 2011 brought devastating effects to the
area, including power outages that lasted more
than four days.  All McHenry Township roads were
open for emergency traffic by noon the same day.
In some areas it may have been only one lane, but
emergency vehicles could get through.

McHenry Township Road District’s crew spent five
weeks on clean up.  I would like to say thank you
to Don Goad at Greenwood Township, Dave
Bockelmann at Richmond Township, and John
Adamson at Marengo Township for sending
equipment and crews to help.  Randy Morin at
McHenry County Division of Transportation also
sent two dump trucks to help.

Thank you all for the assistance, it is greatly
appreciated.

Leon & Crew

Barnard Mill Bridge Dedication on September 23, 2011.

In the photo, from left to right, engineers: Thomas McQuillan,
HR Green, Inc.; Jeff Strzalka, HR Green, Inc.; Emily Wright,
Albin Carlson & Company; Akram Chaudhry, HR Green, Inc.;
and Leon VanEvery, Road Commissioner, McHenry Township
Road District.
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OUR LAST RECYCLING DA TE FOR THIS YEAR
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19
from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Electronics: Computer hard drives, keyboards, mice,
printers, scanners, calculators, word processors, battery
backups, and ink cartridges will be accepted at no charge.
Other small electronic devices such as DVD players and
VCR’s will also be accepted. There is a $10.00 fee for
computer monitors. NO TELEVISIONS of any type will be
accepted.

Brush: Branches and twigs must be no larger than eight
inches in diameter and ten feet in length. Grass clippings,
leaves and rubbish will not be accepted. Road District
personnel will chip all branches into usable mulch, which
will be available to participants at no charge.

Residents may pick up wood chips any time the park gates
are open. The chip pile is in the southeast corner of the
McHenry Township Park parking lot behind the Moose
Lodge. Please help yourself.

Batteries: We will accept rechargeable batteries, flashlight,
watch and camera batteries, as well as automotive batteries.

Eyeglasses/Hearing Aids: In cooperation with the McHenry
Lions Club, eyeglasses and hearing aids will be accepted.

2012  RECYCLING DATES
McHenry Township residents/homeowners only

on the third Saturday of the month
from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

McHenry Township Road District
Recycling Center

in the township employee parking lot

at 3703 N. Richmond Road

Recycling drop-offs will not
be accepted at any other time.

April 21   May 19    June 16    July 21

August 18   October 20   November 17

no recycling in September

For additional information call the McHenry

Township Road District at 815-385-3076.

The McHenry T ownship Road District’ s Recycling

Program is for McHenry T ownship resident s only
and is not for commercial enterprises.

Not-for-profit organizations, schools and government
entities within McHenry Township may call and set up

an appointment for us to accept their Electronic Scrap.

You will be asked to show a photo ID with your address

at the recycling site. The recycling program is for
McHenry Township residential homeowners only, no

out of state residents, residents of other townships, or

commercial enterprises. If the staff on duty, for whatever
reason, feels the person requesting recycling is a

contractor or lives out of the area, that person will be

turned away. This program is funded by our residents
and is for our residents.
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Your mailbox is not only a receptacle for your mail but
helps others find your house. The ones looking for you
could be the rescue squad, police,
fire department, or out of town
guests. Please put your street
address on your mailbox.

Inspect your mailbox regularly as
this is the property owner ’s
responsibility. If the mailbox or the
post is not in good condition, snow
from the plow blade could
damage the mailbox and interrupt
your mail service.

The following regulations comply with the National Safety
Council and Federal Highway Administration regulations:

• Mailbox must be properly installed so as to allow for
convenient servicing by the letter carrier.
• The use of a group mailbox stand (i.e. a number of
mailboxes on one support) is encouraged where possible.
This helps letter carriers speed up delivery and avoids
damage by snowplows.
• Only United States Postal Service approved mailboxes
may be used.
• Without curb, mailboxes should be installed 12 inches
off the roadway; with curb, they should be installed 6-8
inches off the roadway.
• The bottom of the mailbox should be 40-44 inches above
the pavement surface.
• The ideal mailbox support is an assembly which, if struck,

bends or falls away from the striking vehicle instead of
severely damaging the vehicle and injuring its occupants.

Mailbox supports no larger than 4
inches by 4 inches or 4 ½ inch
wood posts, or 2 inch diameter
standard steel or aluminum pipe,
buried no more than 24 inches in
the ground, should safely
breakaway if struck by a vehicle.
• The use of heavy metal posts,
concrete posts, and miscel-
laneous items of farm equipment
such as milk cans filled with
concrete is not permitted. A brick,
stone or any cement structure of

a permanent nature is strictly prohibited.

If you have a special mailbox of some kind, a custom built
box, or a special-order type purchased from a retailer, we
urge you to replace it for the winter with a standard rural
steel mailbox unit. Plastic mailboxes are not recommended
as they will become brittle with age and cold weather.
The snow coming off of the plow will crack or break them.

If your mailbox is damaged directly by a township plow,
the township will replace what was damaged. Mailboxes
are replaced with a standard rural steel mailbox unit and
posts will be replaced with a 4x4 wooden post.

If your mailbox is damaged or knocked down by the snow
coming off of the plow (the windrow), it is the homeowner’s
responsibility to make the repairs.

McHenry Township — 815-385-5605 — www.mchenrytownship.com

MAILBOX MAINTENANCE— F ALL  IS THE SEASON TO GET READY FOR ICE AND SNOW

As the trees shed their leaves every
autumn, and rakes and leafblowers come
out of garages, we frequently get many
questions from the public about disposing
of those leaves in a safe environmentally-
friendly matter.

The complete details of the Open Burning
of Landscape Waste Regulations
Ordinance may be found on the McHenry
County Department of Health website
www.mcdh.info or by calling 815-334-4585.

If leaf removal is necessary, residents can contact their
waste hauler.  All waste haulers who are licensed in McHenry

County and provide regular residential pick
up are required to offer yard waste pick up.
There may be an additional fee for this
service, it is an option rather than burning.

Another option is recycling your yard waste
into organic material – mulch or compost.  For
more information on this type of recycling go
to www.thelensg.com.

If you burn your leaves, DO NOT burn them
on asphalt (your driveway or the road), doing

so burns the oils out of the asphalt, weakening it and
eventually causing a pot hole.  Burning on the road is a
public safety issue and against the law.

McHenry County’ s Revised Ordinance: OPEN BURNING OF LANDSCAPE WASTE . Effective April 1, 2008.
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THANK YOU FROM TOUCH-A-TRUCK 2011
Six wonderful years of bringing an opportunity for the young and the young at heart
the experience of an up close encounter with some awesome vehicles. Saturday,
September 17 was our 6th Annual Touch-A-Truck!

It was a perfect Autumn day and well over a thousand people came out to enjoy a great
family event. To everyone who came out to McHenry
Township Park to view and “touch” all the equipment,
we hope you had a great time!

You don’t need children or grandchildren to attend.
It is a pleasure just to walk through our beautiful park.
Watching the children’s excitement as they climb
aboard the various construction and public safety
vehicles on display adds to the enjoyment of the
experience.

Many of our exhibitors return annually and without
the help of all these folks and their commitment to
this event, Touch-A-Truck would not be possible.  A
special thanks to this year’s participants for bringing
their vehicles to the event. You made this a special

day for many area children.  Thank you one and all.

McHenry County Sheriff
Wonder Lake Fire Protection District
McHenry Township
McHenry Lions Club
Tonyan Bros Trucking
Dan Sompel Excavating
American Truck Driving School
Custom Landscaping
Ace Towing & Recovery
Badger Truck Equipment
Dorr Township Road District
Algonquin Township Road District
West Side Tractor Sales
ATS Truck Driving School
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Be sure to join us next year , September 15, 2012.

Chicago International Truck Sales
Clarke Mosquito Control
Johnsburg School District 12
McHenry County Conservation Police
Bestway Towing
Illini Hi Reach
Super Mix Concrete
Whitey’s Crane Rental
Jon Shaudt Racing
United Parcel Service
American Red Cross
D&L Towing & Recovery
Eagle Training Services
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WHEN THE SNOW FALLS

When clearing snow from your driveway, pile it along the
right side as you face the road out front. This will eliminate
the amount of snow deposited on the cleared surface when
the plow comes down the road. Do not push or blow snow
onto the road. This can cause a very dangerous situation.

Also, it is a good idea to remove or move back any rocks,
posts, or other border decorations away from the edge of
the road. This will prevent them from being hit by a plow
and damaged or doing damage to the plow. If there is a
fire hydrant in front of your house it is a good idea to clear
out around the hydrant. This will be extremely helpful to
the firefighters in an emergency.

DRIVE SAFELY THIS WINTER

Winter driving can be challenging to say the least; ice, snow,
fewer daylight hours, and lower temperatures. The best
advice is not to drive at all, if you can avoid it.

If possible, don’t go out until the snow plows have had a
chance to do their work and always allow yourself extra
time to reach your destination.

Follow these few tips to help keep you safe this winter:

   • Do not tailgate a snowplow, if you cannot see the
           driver’s door mirror, he cannot see you either.

   • Drive slower, increase your following distance.

   • Do not use cruise control when the pavement is wet,
            icy or snowy.

   • Remove all the snow and ice from your car and wait
           until all windows are defrosted and clear of ice and
           snow before driving.

   • Use your headlights at all times in inclement weather
           (rain, snow, fog).

   • Begin braking early and gently, this will help determine
           how much traction you have.

LET IT SNOW!!!

The salt dome is full and the McHenry Township Road
District is ready to keep our roadways safe.

McHenry Township Road District has been working to
decrease our dependence on road salt. We treat our salt
with the use of Supermix, a pre-wetting agent that
enhances the ability of the salt to melt the ice.

THE ROAD DISTRICT wishes You
A SAFE & HAPPY HOLIDAY Season!

Leon   Dennis   Lynell

 Joe    Jeff    Glenn    Dave    Brandon

John    Sam    Brian    Adam    Jim    Ron

Striving to serve our residents.

View from the snow plow—201 1 Blizzard!
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PRE-TREATING / DE-ICING ROADS

McHenry Township Road District will pre-treat the roads,
when applicable, with a de-icing liquid salt brine. This
product is used to prevent snow and ice from freezing to
the pavement and applied to the road surface before a storm
arrives.

This proactive approach called anti-icing is used in other
parts of Illinois and McHenry Township was one of the first
governmental units in McHenry County to use it. The
McHenry County Division of Transportation has developed
and uses a product they call Super Mix. The use of liquids
in addition to salt and snowplows will help save money and
cut down on accidents. If a snowfall is predicted our truck
may be out pre-treating the road before the snowfall. If you
see the application truck out, please take please take
necessary precautions and stay well behind the truck.

SNOW PLOWING PRIORITIES

Since all streets cannot be cleared at the
same time after a snowfall, there is a priority
schedule which generally applies to all
township maintained roads. Major roads and
intersections are cleared first, then primary
collector streets, followed by feeder streets,
cul-de-sacs and dead ends.

Priority is given to all principal township maintained roads
so they will be clear in time for morning and evening rush
hours. Principal roads are Barnard Mill, Fox Lake, Howe,
Lily Lake, Lincoln, McCullom Lake, Ringwood, Wilmot/
Johnsburg, Wonder Lake Road and Riverside Drive.

In years past, all municipalities and townships that plow the
roads have had a problem with vehicles parked on the roads
during and after a snowfall, before cleanup could be
completed.

This prompted the McHenry County Highway
Commissioners Association to standardize all of the
township’s parking ordinances, thus making it easier for
the Sheriff’s Department to enforce. Ordinance #120608-1
states in part:

PARKING LIMITATIONS

Parking of any motor vehicle in excess of 72 hours, or at
such times when there is snowfall of 2 inches or more, until
such snow is cleared from the roadway, or of any camping

trailer or boat and/or boat trailer or other trailer, or motor
vehicle in excess of gross weight of 8,000 pounds for more
than 24 hours is prohibited on any McHenry Township road,
street or highway. The official definition of road, street or
highway, as contained in 605 ILCS, shall apply hereto,
McHenry Township roads, streets, or highway, hereinafter
known as “roads”.

PARKING RESTRICTIONS

Parking is prohibited on any Township Road when posted
by signage indicating the period of time or times when
parking is restricted and/or prohibited.

ENFORCEMENT

Upon posting of any signs as set forth in Section II above,
a copy of this Ordinance, duly certified, has been transmitted

to the Sheriff of McHenry County
and the State’s Attorney of
McHenry County for enforce-
ment of the terms hereof,
pursuant to Sections 11-304 and
11-306 of the Motor Vehicle
Code of Illinois, as amended,
and Sections of 6-201.16,
16.102 and 16.105 of the
Highway Code of Illinois, as
amended.

If you normally park along the road, it is a good idea to
make other arrangements during the snow season, or at
least when snow is predicted. By doing so, you may avoid
being ticketed and towed. Your cooperation will make it
possible to clear the entire roadway, benefiting you and
your neighbors. Thank you for your cooperation.
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HOW TO BE PREPARED WHEN DISASTER STRIKES
Monday , November 7 at 10:00 to 1 1:30 a.m.

at McHenry T ownship Hall, 3703 N. Richmond Road

Do you know what to do when a disaster happens?  What are the Four Phases
of Emergency Management?  David Christensen, Director of the McHenry
County Emergency Management Department will explain about individual
and community emergency preparedness and what to expect in a disaster.

Emergency Management is responsible for developing a county-wide
emergency preparedness plan to coordinate all resources in McHenry County
for any foreseeable emergency or disaster– such as storms, air crashes,
hazardous materials incidents, police emergencies, etc. 
Emergency Management provides the coordination and
acts as a liaison between local government, state and
federal agencies during disasters and emergencies. 

Representatives from McHenry Police Department and
McHenry Township Fire District plus McHenry Township
Road District Commissioner Leon VanEvery will discuss
their department’s emergency plans and their emergency
response during and following a disaster.

Join us for coffee and sweet rolls before the presentation.
Please call Amy Zavala at 815-344-3555 to register.

EMERGENCY DISASTER PREPAREDNESS IN MCHENRY TOWNSHIP AND COUNTY
When an emergency or natural disaster occurs – What do I do?  Where do I go?  Who do I call?

McHenry County Emergency Management
Mobile Command Post Harvard Tornado


